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Spring 2007 Technology Training Workshops
Contact J. Tom Davis, Ed.D., 
in Information Technology & Services Division 
 ext. 5502 for additional information.
Teaching and Learning with Technology Fair – An afternoon of demonstrations and discussions is being planned to encourage more faculty to use technology to improve teaching and learning. Friday, March 2nd from 1 – 3 pm has been tentatively chosen for this event. Faculty who are willing to lead a session or demonstrate something they have found effective should contact Tom Davis via email at tdavis@uscupstate.edu  Please put it on your calendar and plan to attend.

Blackboard Workshops -The following one hour Blackboard sessions are being offered for faculty the week of January 29th through February 2nd. Anyone who would like to attend one or more of them should contact Tom Davis via email at tdavis@uscupstate.edu  If you are interested, but cannot attend at the times listed please let him know when you are available for individual assistance. 

Introduction to Blackboard - Monday, Jan. 29th - 10 AM and repeated at 2:15 PM in Media 124 - Blackboard is a web-based program that allows you to create or supplement a course using the Internet. You can use it to send email to students as a group or individually, make material available, post announcements and grades, create discussions, and even have online testing. In this introductory session, we will give you an overview and you will learn how to post announcements, grades and other course material, as well as how to email students. 

Blackboard Content - Tuesday, Jan. 30th – 9:30 AM and repeated at 2 PM in Media 124 – This session will focus on the types of content faculty can put online and how to create it, including adding narration to a PowerPoint presentation such as the one you can view at this web address: http://breeze.sc.edu/p77417233/  We will also cover the different ways you can upload or enter your content into Blackboard, including uploading multiple files at once. 

Blackboard Communication Tools - Wednesday, Jan. 31st - 10 AM and repeated at 2:15 PM in Media 124 – This session will focus on the types of communication tools available in Blackboard, to include messages, email, online chat, discussion boards and journals.  
Wednesday, Jan. 31st – 10 AM and 2:15 PM in Media 124

Blackboard Assessment - Thursday, Feb. 1st – 9:30 AM and repeated at 2 PM in Media 124 – This session will focus on the gradebook and the types of assessment faculty can use with Blackboard, including assignments, surveys,  tests. It will also cover the Safe Assignment feature which checks papers for plagiarism and the Respondus testing program that lets you convert and upload tests created in Word.

Introduction to Blackboard - Friday, Feb. 2nd - 10 AM and repeated at 2:15 PM in Media 124 - Blackboard is a web-based program that allows you to create or supplement a course using the Internet. You can use it to send email to students as a group or individually, make material available, post announcements and grades, create discussions, and even have online testing. In this introductory session, we will give you an overview and you will learn how to post announcements, grades and other course material, as well as how to email students.

Tutorials and Handouts – There are some tutorials and handouts for Blackboard and many of the campus applications on the network “S” or shared drive in a folder entitled Faculty and Staff ITS Info. In addition, online training continues to be offered for the most popular campus applications through a contract with Element K. It is very convenient and easy to use. Lessons are offered in short segments which you can complete in ten to twenty minutes each. To enroll visit the following web site to read the participation guidelines and verify your employment to get a userid and password. https://csd.sc.edu/ars/training/online.shtml
Student Tutorials and Handouts – There are some technology handouts for students available on the network temporary or T drive in a folder called Student Technology Handouts. There are also some online tutorials for students about using our campus technology, email system, VIP, Blackboard and WebCT. These are Breeze for PowerPoint Flash files and require the free Macromedia Flash Player. There is a link to the download site and links to the tutorials on the Information Technology and Services ITS Help for Students web page at: http://www.uscupstate.edu/campus_services/it/student_help.asp 

You can also view these tutorials or share them with your students using the links below:

USC Upstate Student Technology Orientation (VIP, Email, and Campus Network) - http://breeze.sc.edu/p34942520/
Introduction to Blackboard - http://breeze.sc.edu/p77417233/
Introduction to WebCT - http://breeze.sc.edu/p76447136/
Teaching Online Resources: Through our institutional membership in the Sloan-C Consortium for Online Education, paid for by a Faculty Technology Training Grant from the Carolina Piedmont Foundation, we are able to enroll faculty members in some very good online professional development workshops. Most require about five hours a week of your time and you do not have to participate in any live sessions if your schedule does not allow for that. The following are being offered this spring. Contact Tom Davis via email at tdavis@uscupstate.edu if you would like to participate in one or more of these, or if you would just like more information about what they entail.

Using the Quality Matters Rubric to Improve Your Online Course - Wednesday, February 21st – Friday, March 16th 
Sloan-C announces an interactive online workshop focused on learning how to improve your online course(s). Learn how to use the rubric tool developed by the nationally recognized, FIPSE-funded Quality Matters (QM) project. The QM rubric provides a research-supported framework with annotations and examples for applying quality practices to specific course design standards. 

Transformative Curriculum Development and Assessment Practices - Wednesday, February 7th – Friday, February 16th 

Online educators are looking for curricular alignment and student assessment strategies that truly measure learning outcomes. This workshop offers new insights into practical curriculum development, evaluation methodologies, and online assessment strategies institutions can implement into their own programs. Facilitators represent for-profit and non-profit institutions.

Getting Started: Online Course Development Basics - Wednesday, April 25th – Friday, May 18th
Based on research and the Sloan-C effective practices, this workshop provides the foundation for designing and delivering online courses. Faculty gain enhanced pedagogical knowledge and learn effective strategies for creative, online classroom facilitation. During the three-week workshop, facilitators will review the benefits and challenges of online curriculum development and teaching and address the qualities of effective online education. The workshop is designed as an 'active' learning experience, enabling faculty to explore actual online courses in several disciplines and institutions, as well as build a syllabus leading to the major outcome of the workshop: building a complete online course module relevant to their own educational interests. 

Copyright Compliance for Online Educators - Wednesday, March 21st – Friday March 30th
As an online educator, you need to know how copyright affects you when using materials to supplement your online courses. You also need to know how your original works can be protected. In this workshop, Linda Enghagen, of the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, will take you through the key copyright issues that you and your colleagues should be aware of when preparing and delivering your online courses.

Moving the Laboratory Online - Wednesday,  April 18th – Friday, April 27th
Is it possible to create authentic and engaging “hands-on” scientific experiments over the internet using remote instrumentation? Can the internet be used to overcome some of the traditional approaches to lecture and laboratory teaching practice? How can we provide educators and students with shared access to instructional materials, expertise and modern scientific instrumentation to enhance the science learning experience? The use of remote instrumentation is emerging as a legitimate alternative to the traditional "hands-on" laboratory learning experiences for teaching and learning in the basic and instrumental sciences. This workshop will provide participants with information on the mechanics of connecting instruments remotely, security issues, experiences from the field, curriculum development, collaboration, research opportunities and impact on student learning.

Dynamic Collaboration, Discussion and Facilitation Practices - Wednesday, May 23rd – Friday, June 1st
In the online classroom, interaction prompts more interaction by stimulating more perspectives, points of view, ideas, questions, and disagreements. Through collaboration and discussion, both facilitators and students help each other in the learning process. This workshop examines how facilitators can increase and provide quality engagement in an online academic environment. Strategies for designing discussion threads as issues for consideration rather than topics for debate, sequencing discussion prompts, using Socratic dialog, modeling reflective exchange, and closing down an exchange are explored. Exemplary exchanges are illustrated. Issues such as threading, pace, and helping students communicate clearly without the aid of nonverbal communication cues are discussed. Workshop participants can tap into a vast wealth of experience and idea sharing to enhance the online learning experience. 
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