Minutes
Executive Board Meeting
Spartanburg Scholars Academy
Tuesday, June 29, 2010


The Executive Board of the Spartanburg Scholars Academy convened at 3:05 p.m. on Tuesday, June 29, 2010 in the Academic Affairs Conference Room of the Administration Building on the USC Upstate campus.  The following individuals attended the meeting:

1.  Dr. Marsha Dowell, Chairperson
2.  Dr. Warren Carson
3.  Dr. Deryle Hope
4.  Dr. Charles Love
5.  Dr. Scott Mercer
6.  Dr. Quincie Moore
7.  Mrs. Lori Walter

Dr. Dowell welcomed the attendees and thanked them for their participation on the Board.  Dr. Hope presented the agenda and distributed a notebook containing information, action, and discussion items.  Minutes from the prior Board meeting held on Jan. 22, 2010 were approved.

Information items included a report of grades for spring semester for all 3 cohorts.  The grade reports provided course averages and showed that the majority of course grades tend to average 90 and above.   Although 8 students will no longer be on probation in the fall semester as a result of making all As and Bs, there will be 11 students who will go on probation in the fall semester due to Cs earned during the spring semester.  Based on the exit policy, 13 students were scheduled to exit the program based on failure to correct their probationary status and/or poor grades.  An additional 3 students have voluntarily chosen to exit the program.

The Board addressed the action items at this point as it related to the grades just reviewed.  A total of 6 students appealed re-consideration of their exit from the program based on concerns over the validity of their original probationary status as well as other personal concerns.  After hearing the specifics of each case, members of the Board decided to re-instate on probation all 6 students.  Five of the students will be re-instated with the added stipulation of a requirement to attend all labs and supplemental instruction provided.  Furthermore, the re-instated students will be allowed no further opportunity for appeal.

Additional informational items presented included data on courses and seats offered in courses for the fall semester, new office locations of Scholars Academy administrative personnel in the Library building, and an update on Cohort 4 admission.  Forty students have been accepted into Cohort 4 and overall application scores continue to rise.  
A copy of the Annual Performance Review of the Voluntary Public School Choice (VPSC) grant, which was submitted in May, was provided.  There was also discussion on what might be an appropriate topic for requesting supplemental funds offered through the VPSC program.  It was noted that results from the WestEd site visit conducted in March have not yet been forthcoming.  With regard to the discussion on the issue of sustainability, Dr. Mercer agreed to disseminate invoices for review and action by district superintendents.

There was discussion on the graduation protocol for Scholars Academy students.  One student graduated in spring semester, was recognized publicly and in the program at USC Upstate graduation, and was provided both a sash and cord to wear during the ceremony.  It was determined that providing Scholars Academy students with a cord would be most preferable for use at Upstate as well as in the home high school graduation ceremony.   It is anticipated that one additional student will graduate in December and an additional 15 will graduate in May, 2011.

Both Dr. Hope and Dr. Dowell thanked the group for its support and participation on the Board and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:15 p.m.
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