Minutes
Executive Board Meeting
Spartanburg Scholars Academy
Thursday, June 30, 2011

The Executive Board of the Spartanburg Scholars Academy convened at 8:35 a.m. on Thursday, June 30, 2011 in the Conference Room adjoining the Academic Affairs Office in the Administration Building on the USC Upstate campus.  The following individuals attended the meeting:

1.  Ms. Paula Brooks			4.  Dr. Scott Mercer
2.  Dr. Deryle Hope			5.  Dr. Quincie Moore
3.  Dr. Charles Love			6.  Dr. Jennifer Parker

In Dr. Marsha Dowell’s absence, Dr. Hope presented the agenda and distributed a notebook of information, action, and discussion items.   Minutes from the prior Board meeting on Jan. 31, 2011 were approved as submitted earlier and posted online.

It was noted that 19 students graduated from the Academy in May, 2011 and scholarship money obtained was in excess of $1.8 million.  Dr. Mercer suggested that , given the fact that there is a separate Scholars Academy graduation ceremony, there is no real need for students to be involved in the USC Upstate graduation ceremony, other than having their names listed in the Commencement program.  

A listing of student majors and college destinations was provided.  Information regarding district representation in each cohort as well as details of cohort 5 selection was shared with the group.  Data were provided on student grades for spring semester and resultant probations and exits.  Three appeals for waiver of the exit policy were reviewed, discussed, and approved for waiver.

Information on fall semester contracted courses and seats in regularly scheduled courses reflected a wide array of student interests but with special concentration on math and science coursework.  Details of the VPSC grant Annual Performance Review were shared and Project and GPRA performance dimensions were highlighted.  The project has been successful in meeting all GPRA measures and most project measures.  Dr. Hope provided details on several of the project dimensions that have been challenges, including insufficient numbers of teachers who visit the Academy.  

There was discussion of the budget in the 2011-12 carry-over, “no cost extension” grant year.  Indications are that there is sufficient funding available to cover all expenses projected for the 2011-12 academic  year.  District collections for fall 2011 will be handled via invoices as done last year.

There was discussion on options for future funding for the Academy.  It was agreed that grants would be pursued to provide a new funding horizon.  In the absence of a grant award, it was suggested that a “modified” Charter School approach might be explored to provide possible State funding.  It was suggested that a planning year phase under such an application process might allow for this exploratory stage.   

Dr. Hope thanked the group for participating, and the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 a.m.

Submitted by Deryle Hope 6/30/11
