Minutes from Advisory Board/PTSO Board Meeting
1/17/12 @ 6:30pm
Present: Ms. DeLoach, Ms. Grant, Ms. Greenway, Dr. Hope, Dr. Grady, Fred DeAngelis, Mary Lawson, Lori Edwards, Dan Troxell, Paula Brooks
The meeting began as Ms. DeLoach went over a table given to members depicting the scholars’ grades broken down by subject for the fall semester.  It was noted by several faculty members how pleased they were that there were no students in cohort 5 that were to be placed on academic probation after the first semester, a first for the program, although one member of this class exited for academic reasons.  Ms. DeLoach said there are a total of 7 exits this semester, however 3 of them are voluntary for a variety of athletic or family reasons.  This brings the total number of scholars to 97. The voluntary exits were 1 each from cohorts 3, 4, and 5.  The other exits were 2 from cohort 3, 1 from cohort 4 and 1 from cohort 5.  It was also noted that EOC scores for Algebra I, English I and Biology I were close to or at 100 for most scholars.
Ms. DeLoach reported the SAT workshop for students was held in October for 4 weeks, and the workshop for teachers was on October 20th.  Both went very well.  There will be another workshop for students in February (7, 14, 21, and 28).  The cost will be $50.  It will be open to students outside of the Scholars Academy as well.
As far as community service, Ms. DeLoach stated there has been a total of 1427.75 community service hours logged by scholars students.  Community service day on October 20th was a great success.  The next community service day will be March 9th, which is on the Friday of the college spring break week.  Ms. Grant reported that until 2/17 scholars are participating in a “Teens for Jeans” program sponsored by Aeropostle.  Scholars are encouraged to bring any gently used jeans for school aged children/young adults to her during this time.  There is also a chance to win a prize through Aeropostle, in addition to earning a community service hour for this project.
The application process for cohort 6 is underway.  All members were encouraged to stay for the informational meeting for 8th grade parents and students after the board meeting.  There have been 2 prior meetings of this type for cohort 6, one on 11/29 which had 21 participants and one on 12/13 with 28.
Spring 2012 holidays include:
Teacher workdays 2/10 and 3/16 (college classes still meet on these days) no buses.  Freshmen who do not have college classes on these days do not attend.
College Spring Break March 5-9, freshmen will still go to Scholars Academy, grades 10-12 do not report.
Spartanburg Co. Spring Break April 2-6.  Freshmen do not report to Scholars Academy, grades 10-12 do report for all classes-college and AP.
Ms. DeLoach was pleased to announce that there were 2 National Merit Scholars in the senior class this year, Emily Brooks and Matthew DeAngelis.  Both of these students were also the only students in the county to be finalists for Clemson National Scholars.  There were also 24 scholars who made the all A honor roll last semester, and a pizza lunch with Ms. DeLoach was provided for them last week in celebration.
In other business Ms. DeLoach noted the revised curriculum chart was in the packets handed out to present members.  She has also provided us with a document she is working on outlaying the policies of transferring of credits to the top colleges in the country, such as Yale and Duke University.  Some of these universities such as Yale do not transfer credit in, but the fact that our scholars are taking classes on a college campus with full time faculty will definitely be in our favor at many top universities as they look at this criteria.
Ms. DeLoach also advised the board that there is an appeals process outlined in the Scholars Academy handbook having to do with appeals for being asked to exit, or appealing grades.  These processes begin with Dr. Hope, the Scholars Academy university liaison, but she is happy to go over any of them with any interested parent or student.  If board members get questions on this matter, they should share this information.
Essay scoring for cohort 6 applicants will be Feb 13-16 and interviews will be Mar 12-15 and 19-22.  Our PTSO President, Ms. Paula Brooks will be organizing refreshments for the interviews.  This was much appreciated by the participants last year.
The next Advisory Board/PTSO meeting will be 3/27 from 5-6:30 in Rm 226 Library.  At this time a full report of the cohort 6 application process/selection will be given.

	
