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For Immediate Release
October 16, 2009

Contact: Tammy Whaley, 864-503-5210 or twhaley@uscupstate.edu 


Scholars Academy At USC Upstate 

Announces Its Third Class Of Students
Spartanburg, S.C. – Although they aren’t old enough to drive or vote yet, 77 ninth, tenth and eleventh grade students are enrolled in classes at the University of South Carolina Upstate this fall. This group of academically advanced students is part of the Scholars Academy, which is a partnership between the University and Spartanburg County's public school districts which allows students to take courses on the college campus during their high school years. The Scholars Academy enables its students to earn as many as 60 college credits upon graduation from high school, which means thousands of dollars potentially saved for parents.
“This is the third year of the Scholars Academy, which is a true model of cooperation among USC Upstate and the area school districts,” said Melissa DeLoach, director of the Scholars Academy. “These self-motivated students are benefitting from the academic resources the University offers as well as from the continued social and academic connection with their high schools.”

The 2009-2010 Scholars Academy include:
Boiling Springs High School

Erin Burnett of Boiling Springs, daughter of Ron Burnett

Dixie Chastain of Inman, daughter of Rachel and Phillip Swain

Zechariah Childers of Spartanburg, son of Marsha and Kelly Childers

Daniel Chojnowski of Boiling Springs, son of Danuta and Lech Chojnowski

Andrew Dixon of Boiling Springs, son of Traccy and Phillip Mullikin

Nicole Efimetz of Boiling Springs, daughter of Alison and Paul Efimetz

Alla Korolehuk of Inman, daughter of Pelageya and Nikoloye Korolehuk

Derek Kunda of Boiling Springs, son of Janette and Dean Kunda

Hilary Martin of Boiling Springs, daughter of Laura and Gary Martin

Jurdan Mossburg of Boiling Springs, son of Suzanne and Albert Mossburg
Dalton Randall of Boiling Springs, son of Crystal and Merle Randall

Phillip Retcho of Spartanburg, son of Denise Lepage

Kara Smith of Boiling Springs, daughter of Katherin and Stephen Smith

Mary Tate of Boiling Springs, daughter of Susan and Rick Tate

Linh Tran of Inman, daughter of Minh Tran and Yen Phung
Brooke Troxell of Boiling Springs, daughter of Beth and Dan Troxell

Kaitlyn Ward of Boiling Springs, daughter of Melita and Chad Ward

Anthony Youmans of Spartanburg, son of Ploua and Tom Youmans

Broome High School

Joey Morrissey of Cowpens, son of Angel and Tommy Morrissey

Zachary Gowan of Spartanburg, son of Susan Lewis and Eddie Gowan

Paige Broadhead of Spartanburg, daughter of Marisa and Tim Broadhead

Aubrey O’Brien of Spartanburg, daughter of Suzanne and Craig O’Brien
Katie Mierek of Spartanburg, daughter of Nancy and Charlie Mierek

James F. Byrnes High School
Lucas Baker of Moore, son of Rolande and Philip Baker

Karina Suri of Moore, daughter of Mosuri Patricia Vivas

Logan Hood of Lyman, son of Portia and Larry Hood

Mamiko Higa of Wellford, daughter of Yasako and Kim Parks
Brandon Grant of Greer, son of Joy and Woody Grant

John Hope of Moore, son of Joy and Jay Hope

Nathan Smith of Woodruff, son of Cindy and Don Smith

Alex Washington of Duncan, son of Angela and Kelvin Washington

Sierra Hackney of Spartanburg, daughter of Kristen Wilson and Paul Hackney

Tyler Cook of Duncan, son of Shelli and Tim Cook

Camille Swanson of Duncan, daughter of Betty Ann Swanson and the late Richard Swanson, Jr.

Harrison Hawkins of Greer, son of Pam and Terry Hawkins

Brantley Fortenberry of Greer, son of Paula and Brian Fortenberry
Dawson Rice of Duncan, daughter of Bobbie Jo and David Rice

Chapman High School

Dalton Fowler of Campobello, son of Kathy and Thomas Fowler

Kortney Schumann of Campobello, daughter of Kara and Tim Schumann

Sheldon Smith of Moore, son of Michele and Brian Smith

Chesnee High School
Benjamin Horton of Chesnee, son of Carla and Terry Horton

Savanna Newman of Chesnee, daughter of Bridgett and Michael Miller

Dorman High School
Bravada Hill of Spartanburg, daughter of Mellissa Hill

Drayton Moody of Spartanburg, son of Jill and David Moody

Michelle Phan of Moore, daughter of Sungmi and Robert Phan

Matthew DeAngelis of Spartanburg, son of Corinne and Fred DeAngelis

Dakota Betenbaugh of Moore, daughter of Lauren and Douglas Betenbaugh

Angel Hemphill of Spartanburg, daughter of Melody Smith-Hemphill

Angelica Bergen of Wellford, daughter of Annmarie and Michael Bergen

Carder Jones of Spartanburg, son of Linda and Steve Carder

Rachel Hardy of Spartanburg, daughter of Cynthia and Randy Hardy

Kellsie Edwards of Spartanburg, daughter of Lori and Tom Edwards

Jorge Garcia of Inman, son of Beahriz Mesa De Garcia and Jorge Garcia Flores

Spencer Leonard of Spartanburg, son of Kristy and Derek Leonard

Storey Thomas of Pauline, daughter of Elizabeth and James Thomas
Joshua Bosak of Spartanburg, son of Denise and Steve Bosak

Kara Richardson of Moore, daughter of Salena and Douglas Richardson

Victoria Portillo of Roebuck, daughter of Danelly Portillo

Dimpi Patel of Spartanburg, daughter of Ankitkumar and Jashriben Patel
Nicholas Napier of Roebuck, son of Lori and Sam Napier

Saif Alimohamed of Spartanburg, son of Samina and Iqbal Alimohamed
Regina Ferris of Moore, daughter of Kathleen and David Ferris

Jayla Jecol Hill of Spartanburg, daughter of Juana and Rick Hill-Newkirk

Sydney Sullivan of Roebuck, daughter of Shelley and Stan Sullivan
Jonaca Cooper-Rookard of Una, daughter of Peggy Cooper and Johnny Rookard

Landrum High School
Emily Brooks of Inman, daughter of Paula and Ray Brooks

Trevor Bernardo of Inman, son of Angela and Lary Bernardo

Michael McLaughlin of Campobello, son of Barbara Blanton and Michael McLaughlin

Daniel Seay of Campobello, son of Dawn and Joe Seay

Kyle Hayden of Campobello, son of Diane and Andy Hayden

Madison Walter of Landrum, daughter of Lori and Todd Walter

Sarah Carroll of Campobello, daughter of Sandra and Tom Carroll

Joshua McDonnell of Inman, son of Ruth and Patrick McDonnell

Elizabeth Fisher of Inman, daughter of Julie and Paul Fisher

McCracken Jr. High School
Marshall Fowler of Spartanburg, son of Rená and Scott Fowler
Spartanburg High School

Christopher Harris of Spartanburg, son of Monika and Aaron Harris

Woodruff High School
David Wash of Roebuck, son of Pamela and Barry Wash

There is no charge for students participating in the Scholars Academy. It is funded in part by a $2.6 million grant from the U.S. Secretary of Education under No Child Left Behind's Voluntary School Choice Program (VSCP) to help states and school districts create or expand public school choice initiatives. 

Students begin their school days at their home high school and are then transported to USC Upstate where they take core classes - English, history, math and science– from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  To ensure that the Academy students are acclimated to a college campus, all first year students are grouped together to provide for a healthy psychological transition. During their second year and beyond, the students are blended in classes with college students.
While more than half of their day is spent on the University campus, these students still have the opportunity to take afternoon classes at their individual high schools as well as partake in sports, extracurricular activities and social events. 

“Academically gifted students will truly benefit from the Scholars Academy,” said Dr. Scott Mercer, superintendent of Spartanburg District 2. “In this classroom, they will experience intellectual challenge among their high achieving peers that otherwise might not occur until their college years while maintaining connections and interactions with fellow students at their respective high schools. Additionally, this is an incredible financial benefit to parents in that these students will possibly enter college with half the credits needed to graduate.”

For more information about the Scholars Academy, contact Melissa DeLoach at (864) 503-5506 or mdeloach@uscupstate.edu.
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