Scholars Academy Board Meeting 9/19/11
Present:
Ms. Melissa DeLoach, Chariperson of the Scholars Advisory Board
PTSO Members:
Paula Brooks, President
Monica Kimsey,  Vice President       
Mary Lawson,  Secretary
Lori Edwards, Treasurer
Kay Galloway, Cohort 4 Rep.
Venus Slater, Cohort 5 Rep
Sherrie Grant, teacher rep
	Ms. DeLoach first provided the board with statistics of how many exits (11), probations (12) and voluntary exits (2) from the previous semester.  Test statistics were then reported, 25 out of 26 students scored a 3 or higher on the A.P. English Language and Composition test last year.  These 25 also scored in the top 25% on essays and multiple choice.  In A.P. Calculus 100% passed with a 3 or higher. For EOC scores in biology out of 12 students, 8 made 100, 2 a 99, 1 a 93 and 1 a 90.  In U.S. History the average score was an 80.   Ms. DeLoach advised the board that they are using a control group of former applicants to the Scholars Academy that were not admitted.  Scholars in Cohorts 1, 2, and 3 scored higher on average on all standardized assessments, SAT, HSAP, ACT, MAP, and AP exams than this control group.  Ms. DeLoach also stated that all 7 districts are represented among the scholars, and there are a total of 105 scholars.  
	Ms. DeLoach is requesting the board to review the application materials for cohort 6 between now and the next board meeting.  At this next meeting we will be discussing these materials, and any suggested revisions.  This will include all aspects of the admissions process including the written material, the interviews and the selection process.  In addition, she is planning on assigning a parent liaison to each of the middle schools so that potential scholars and parents will have someone they can call with questions.  This person may also attend informational meetings at the intended middle school.    There will be informational sessions at USC Upstate in November, December and January of this academic year for potential scholars and their parent/guardians.  Ms. DeLoach wants all board members to plan to make at least one of these meetings to facilitate discussion and answer questions.
Ms. DeLoach advised the board that we are in the last year of the 5 year federal grant.  She has been assured by USC Upstate and all 7 seven school districts that the Scholars Academy will continue even if an additional grant is not obtained.  These entities will fund it should that happen.  However, the Scholars Academy is applying for grant money and optimistic in receiving a new grant.
Community Service Projects for Scholars will be taking place on October 20th in the morning.  This day is fall break for USC Upstate so scholars can go to their chosen place to volunteer and then to their home high school in the afternoon.  It is not mandatory, but will count towards required volunteer hours. Transportation on this day will need to be arranged by the scholars/parents.  There are many volunteer groups from the academy going to places such as Upstate Family Resource Center, The Haven, The Children’s Shelter, and Hatcher Gardens.  Ms. DeLoach also stated that Mrs. Grant and the student council are doing a community service project every month and scholars can receive 1 hr. of community service credit by bringing one of the needed items they will be collecting.
Ms. DeLoach has 42 scholars participating as mentors this year for freshman scholars.  They are using the “FISH philosophy” taken from Seattle’s Pike Fish Market.  
There will be a SAT workshop for scholars 4 Mondays in October from 5-7pm.  There is room for 30 scholars.  There is a fee to cover materials only.
Open House will be October 6 from 7-8:30.  Refreshments will be provided by parents, Paula Brooks will organize.  The student council will set up, serve, and clean up.  Donette Stewart, the director of admissions at USC Upstate will be the speaker.
There will be a videographer to conduct parent interviews at the scholars meeting on the 6th.  This video will be promotional material for prospective scholar families.  Ms. DeLoach hopes some board members will agree to be interviewed.
Paula Brooks then began the PTSO portion of the meeting.  She stated that she was hoping to organize parents to bring food to the study sessions for the end of the year exams that are held at Upstate.  She will be sending out more information on this.  Board members may be asked to help organize parents in their cohort.  This will be discussed at the next board meeting.
The floor was then open for discussion.  Mary Lawson suggested that some of the scholars who participate in extracurricular events could be highlighted in the next newsletter Ms. DeLoach was putting out.  Ms. DeLoach thought this was a good idea and that she may assign this to the students in the literary magazine club.

Meeting was then adjourned.
The next Scholars Academy board meeting will be Tuesday Oct. 18th at 5pm.

