Summer Assignment for Scholars Academy

Contact Information:	Dr. Paul Grady				864-503-5731
			Assistant Professor of History		pgrady@uscupstate.edu
			University of South Carolina Upstate
			800 University Way
			Spartanburg, SC 29303

List of Required Readings (Available through Amazon or Barnes & Noble, used copies acceptable):	

Storey, William K. Writing History: A Guide for Students. New York: Oxford University Press, 
2004. ($2.40 used Amazon; B&N)
Perdue, Theda and Michael D. Green, eds. The Cherokee Removal: A Brief History with 
Documents. Boston: Bedford/St. Martins, 1995. ($1.99 used B&N)

Introduction:	Let me start by congratulating each of you for being selected as incoming Scholars Academy students for the academic year 2011-2012.  I am Dr. Paul Grady and I will serve as your instructor for SHST 105 and 106, the complete sequence of the History of the United States, in the Fall and Spring of next year.  As such, I am responsible for teaching you not only the content of U.S. history, but also many of the skills necessary to succeed as college students.  I must warn you that the college classroom is going to be more academically challenging than anything you have experienced to this point.  Fortunately for you, the Scholars Academy program will give you enormous help in gaining these skills, in my class and in every other class that you are in during your first year.  This assignment is one of your first steps in gaining those skills.  	

Instructions:  The ability to write effectively is a critical skill a student must master to succeed at the college level.  Writing is, without doubt, also one of the most crucial parts of the historian’s craft.  Having the best ideas in the world does nothing for one who cannot share those ideas in a clear, concise, and thorough manner.  As such, your assignment is to acquire each of the two books listed above.  During the summer, you will read these books and then write an essay answering a question I will provide, turning in that essay during your first day of class.  First, read the book Writing History.  Please read this book very carefully as it will, if read and understood, tell you much about the process of researching and writing, the skills needed, and the vital nature of critical thinking which is at the heart of true scholarship.  Once you have read that book thoroughly, please read the second book, The Cherokee Removal.  Using that book as your set of PRIMARY sources, answer ONE of the following questions in a typed, thorough, well-organized, and well-developed essay:

1.  On what basis did the U.S. Government and its allies among the public sector seek to justify the removal of American Indians in the eastern part of the United States to lands west of the Mississippi River in the late 1820s and 1830s?  To what extent did these efforts use the welfare of the Indians themselves and to what extent were these justifications simply excuses giving in to the prevailing political, social, and ethno-cultural mood among Americans at the time?

2.  How did the Cherokee and their supporters seek to block Indian Removal in the 1830s and to what extent did their efforts succeed?  On what basis did the Cherokee and their supporters seek to counter the rationale being given by the federal government for Indian Removal?

Requirements:  All papers should be approximately 1,250 words in length, not including your citations, and should be typed in 12 point Times New Roman font with one inch margins all the way around, stapled, and include a title page.  You do not need to include any type of identifying material on the pages of the main body of your paper though you can add page numbers starting on page 1 of the paper (not including the title page) if you wish.  The papers should be properly documented with citations according to the Chicago Manual of Style.  The book, Writing History, will serve as a guide to fulfill this requirement.  Please note that the instructions ask you to base your answer on the PRIMARY sources, not on secondary sources.  With that, one of the early lessons you must learn is how to think about and distinguish between primary and secondary sources.

The paper will be turned in the first day of class at the beginning of class.  It will be graded and will represent 2.5% of your overall class grade.  Please be sure you have it with you as a 5% penalty on the overall grade will be assessed per day that it is late.  

Last Thoughts:  The purpose of this assignment is to ask you, as students, to begin looking at writing in very different ways than you have done before.  With that goal in mind, let me give a few hints to help in reading these books and completing the assignment.

1.  You need to have a thorough, detailed understanding of what a thesis is to write effectively.  To formulate a good thesis you have to think about what, exactly, the question means so spend time on the thesis.  Nothing is more fundamental to good, scholarly writing.  This is one basic key to learning the difference between a novel and a monograph.

2.  Pay close attention to Storey’s discussion of how to use and differentiate different types of evidence, how to organize your paper, and when and how to properly cite something.  College professors will expect you to know these things up front so begin to learn this quickly if at all possible.

3.  Always, always, always, follow the required format and instructions for your assignments as most college professors will penalize you for failing to follow the rules of the class. Do not give away easy points!

[bookmark: _GoBack]4.  Finally, there is no greater tool to help you achieve the success you desire than your teacher or professor.  There is, however, a big difference between your teachers before and your teachers in your college classes.  College professors will not seek you out and force help.  If you will seek them out for help, though, you will find that professors are eager to try to help you understand and succeed.  With that in mind, I will be available throughout most of the summer to answer questions.  I will be teaching for part of it and will be in my office at random times during June, but if you call, email, or want to stop by to discuss issues, feel free to do so.  It would be easier to set up an appointment to ensure I am available, but if you desire help, just let me know.
