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Summer Reading Assignment 

AP English Literature & Composition
The Scholars Academy
Instructor: Melissa DeLoach

This reading list contains four groups of literature based on each type of major work recommended by the College Board for success in AP English Literature. You are required to read FOUR of these books between now and December 15. Choose one book from each group. Complete the QQTT assignment explained on the back of this handout based on your readings. These tasks point directly to the requirements of the AP Literature Exam which you will take for college credit in May. You must be well-read in a variety of literature both classic and contemporary to do well on this College Board exam and in this course. All juniors in Cohort 3 of The Scholars Academy will take AP English Literature & Composition in Spring 2012 at USC Upstate. 
Culture Shock







CHOOSE ONE.
The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini
A Russian Novel







CHOOSE ONE.
Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyevsky
Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy
Shakespeare








CHOOSE ONE.
The Merchant of Venice 

King Lear 

Diverse & Distinct







CHOOSE ONE. 
Beloved by Toni Morrison 
The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man by James Joyce 

A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving

QQTT Assignment explained on back.
I recommend you purchase copies to use for reference second semester in class. 
Just a suggestion.

Email me with questions about your summer reading assignment as needed throughout the summer at mdeloach@uscupstate.edu.
Academic integrity is required of all Scholars. 

Your words should be yours, not the internet’s or your scholarly neighbor’s.
THE QQTT ASSIGNMENT: CHOOSE FOUR BOOKS HERE—ONE FROM EACH GROUP.  For each book read, prepare your “QQTT”: one QUESTION, one QUOTE, and two TALKING POINTS from the book.  Here’s how:

A QUESTION of CHARACTER= Answer the question below for each category of work read. USE the work to answer this question specifically.  No fluff. You must refer to the text directly and indirectly with proper documentation. No matter the book, no matter the question, EXPLAIN your answer thoroughly.

Culture Shock: How are these characters in conflict with their own cultures? 


A Russian Novel: How do these characters treat relationships?

Shakespeare: Why is this character the impetus for the title of this play?


Diverse & Distinct: With which character do you most identify? 

QUOTE = Choose the most meaningful passage from the work in your critical opinion. It does not have to be a piece of dialogue between characters. Write the quote down word for word and document the page number. Then explain why you believe this passage best exemplifies the meaning of the work as a whole. 
TALKING POINTS = Write down two different topics you want to discuss with this work of literature. Explain the topic and what you want to say about it. Why is this topic an important talking point for this work? Use direct and indirect references to the work in your discussion of each topic. You will use these talking points in our literary circles second semester. It is to your advantage to fully develop them now.
SCORING YOUR QQTT: 
FORMAT = 10 pts each QQTT
Your responses should be typed, 12 point, double spaced, with title of work and author at top. Type your name in the upper right hand corner of each page.  Label each of the four parts of the QQTT. Follow the turn-in guidelines explained below under DUE DATE as part of your formatting requirements.

CONTENT = 60 pts each QQTT
Your responses should be rich in thought, demonstrating insight and critical observances of these works. You MUST refer directly and indirectly to the work, to specifics in the work, to fully develop your responses.
WRITING = 30 pts each QQTT
Your responses must be well written. Though informal compared to formal essays, your original QQTTs must demonstrate “control of language” and a sophisticated style as required on the AP Literature exam.  But let your original, personal voice shine through! Talk to me! 
DUE DATE: 

This SUMMER READING assignment will count as 4 major grades in AP English Literature second semester. (Each QQTT is a separate grade.) Ten points will be deducted for each day a QQTT is late. Please email your work to save paper. You will receive feedback via email as well. These dates will not change. Do not ask for an extension. Plan ahead for this reading and for your written discussion.
QQTT #1:  Email me one completed QQTT by August 1. 

QQTT #2:  Email me the 2nd QQTT by the first day of school—August 15.  
QQTT #3:  Email me your 3rd QQTT no later than October 1.  
QQTT #4:  Email me your 4th QQTT no later than December 15.  

We will review your QQTTs in January 

as we meet for the semester-long AP Literature class. You will use them to complete your first AP Lit. assignments during the first week of school in January.
