Summer Reading Assignment for Honors English
The Scholars Academy—Cohort 4
Instructor: Susan Greenway

Part One--Required Reading: 	Mythology by Edith Hamilton 

[image: MCj04160720000[1]]	Please read this work which details the major Greek stories of early literature.  This book will provide a beginning point for understanding many other works of various genres written by diverse composers throughout the ages.  All of these stories have been used by other writers to tell new stories and to relate their own ideas about humanity in poetry, plays, novels, editorials, memoirs, etc.  We see this usage in the form of direct or indirect allusions. Bottom line-- if you don’t know the Greek mythological references, other references as well as the author’s true meaning and purpose will be lost to you, the reader. 
[image: http://tbn0.google.com/images?q=tbn:JJohrVzoDcVVGM:http://www.midyork.org/odyssey2001/Resources/Boat.gif]	As you read, make a list of each character you meet in the stories—a Mythology Log.  It may be simpler to use some type of chart format.  For each character (I will be looking for 52 characters) include a physical description (This may be minimal for some characters and may be limited to only male or female), personality traits, challenge faced, and accomplishment. You will find this list very useful as we read other works which allude to these mythological characters. This assignment will count as a major grade. Be prepared to turn in your Mythology Log on the first day of school.

Part Two—Choose TWO books from this list: 
[image: MCj04348100000[1]]	These books are some of my favorites, some classics, some new. This diverse group includes multi-culturalism, drama, science fiction, satire, poetry, as well as historical and romantic portraits of society, war, slavery, relationships, nature, and love.  These themes will be explored this year in English.  Therefore, read at least 2 of these books this summer. 



A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway
A Separate Peace by John Knowles	        Animal Farm by George Orwell
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer 
Lord of the Flies by William Golding
Member of the Wedding by Carson McCullers
Night by Elie Wiesel	
On the Beach by Nevil Shute
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen		
Silas Marner by George Eliot
Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark 
Twain
The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver
The Color Purple by Alice Walker
The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest 
Hemingway
The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane
The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe
Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte




To illustrate your understanding of the two works you choose to read, select two activities from the following list to present to the class.  Choose a different activity for each of your two works.  

1. Make a television box show of ten scenes in the order that they occur in the book.  Cut a square from the bottom of the box to serve as a TV screen and make two slits in opposite sides of the box.  Slide a butcher roll on which you have drawn the scenes through the two side slits.  Be sure to write out a script to go with your show.
2. Write a diary that one of the story’s main characters might have kept during the book’s events.  Remember that the character’s thoughts and feelings are very important in a diary. There should be as many entries as there are chapters in the book.
3. Build a miniature stage setting of a scene from the book.  Prepare a written explanation of the scene.
4. Construct a diorama of one of the main events of the book.  Prepare a written description of the scene.
5. Create a comic book relating the plot of the book. (Minimum 10 pages.)
6. Create a children’s book relating the plot of the book. (Minimum 10 pages.)
7. Make a life-sized stand-up character of one of the main characters. On the back of the model, list the characteristics of the person.
8. Choose five artifacts from the book that best illustrate the happenings and meanings of the story.  Prepare a written explanation of how they relate.  Include the artifacts in your presentation. 
9. Create a newspaper for your book.  Summarize the plot in one article; cover the weather in another; do a feature story on one of the main characters; do an editorial on an issue in the story; include ads that would be pertinent to the time and place of the story.

Since we will not be able to have all of these presented the first day of class, you will draw numbers to determine who will present when.  These presentations will begin on the second day of class, so please do not procrastinate.  I hope you find these books and activities enjoyable. Have a great summer!

Email me with questions, comments, concerns, etc. about your summer reading assignments as needed throughout the summer at susangreenway@live.com

image3.png




image1.wmf

image2.jpeg




