


QEP Proposal for an Center for Undergraduate 
Research and Scholarship (CURS)


Section 1:  Student Learning

Although USC Upstate has a number of departments that are engaged in excellent undergraduate research programs, there is more that we could be doing in this critical area of undergraduate education.  For example, at the university level there is no overall organization to these research efforts and no means of providing financial support for undergraduate research. There is little if any interdisciplinary research at Upstate, and we have no summer programs such as a Summer Research Experience for Undergraduates (SREU). There is no on-campus mechanism for undergraduates to present their research, such as a symposium, nor any means for them to have their research published on campus, such as in a university journal. 

	The following QEP proposal calls for the creation of a  Center for Undergraduate Research and Scholarship (CURS) at USC Upstate. The CURS, which will be campus-wide and will serve all academic units, will help organize and promote undergraduate research at Upstate.  The CURS will be charged with five principal activities: 

· Awarding grants to support student research activities and presentations at professional meetings; 
· Organizing a campus-wide annual research symposium ;
· Developing an online journal to archive and present student research projects;
· Developing a SREU with student and faculty stipends; 
· Assisting academic units with incorporating research into the undergraduate curriculum.


Section 2: Learning Outcomes and Assessment

The proposed Center for Undergraduate Research and Scholarship  can positively impact several student learning outcomes.  The CURS will address the critical issues of knowledge, skills, behaviors, and values of students that are directly tied to student participation in research.  Students who participate in research will:

· gain specific knowledge in a discipline as well as knowledge of the process of research;
· develop the ability to ask relevant research questions;
· develop the ability to synthesize existing knowledge, identify gaps in knowledge, develop a research question, and produce a research plan;
· acquire discipline-specific instrumentation and data handling skills (including data collection and analysis);
· develop skills in the development of research posters, oral presentations, or other creative activities;
· develop core writing skills including the development of research papers or other visual media projects for publication or presentation;
· have higher retention rates at the University;
· have more positive impressions of their undergraduate degree program than students who did not participate in research.



Assessment

The following measures will be used to assess the effectiveness of the Center for Undergraduate Research and Scholarship:

Number of students presenting their research on campus or at professional meetings; 
Number of students publishing research;
Number of students involved in interdisciplinary research teams;
Data on participation in Summer Research Experiences for Undergraduates; 
Retention rate follow-up; 
Graduation rate follow-up;
Graduate and professional school application and acceptance rates;
GPA follow-up;
Alumni participation and giving;
Placement rates in jobs in the public and private sectors;
Student focus groups to assess student learning outcomes;
Alumni survey; 
Faculty Survey.

Section 3: On-Going Initiatives
	Establishment of a University Center for Undergraduate Research and Scholarship could serve to coordinate research efforts already underway in the various disciplines.  The project also could dovetail nicely with the “Living Learning Communities” to be developed by the USC Upstate Student Success Center in conjunction with Housing and Admissions.  

Section 4: University Mission and Sustainability
According to our mission statement, “USC Upstate strives to prepare its students to participate as responsible citizens in a diverse, global and knowledge-based society, to pursue excellence in their chosen careers and to continue learning throughout life.”   The knowledge, skills, behaviors, and values that students will gain through participation in undergraduate research will serve them well in their careers and in their lives as productive, responsible citizens.  The ability to develop and carry a project out to its completion is a skill that employers find valuable.  Improvement in speaking and writing skills clearly would be of benefit both personally and professionally. 
This topic is sufficiently specific to be measurable, attainable, and sustainable.  We estimate that this topic will require funding as follows:
								        Annual  Total	
	Year 1: 10 mini-grants of $500		 $ 5,000
		 Administrative Costs			    3,000	$  8,000
	Year 2: 15 mini-grants of $500		    7,500
		 Administrative Costs			    3,000	  10,500
	Year 3: 20 mini-grants of $500		  10,000
		Administrative Costs			    7,000	  17,000
	Year 4: 20 mini-grants of $500		  10,000
		Administrative costs			    5,000	
		Summer Program			    5,000	  20,000
	Year 5: 20 mini-grants of $500		  10,000
		Administrative costs			    5,000	
		Summer Program			  10,000	  25,000	

					        Five Year Grand Total		         $80,500
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