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Concurrent Sessions and Presenters
1. “Performance Poetry: Helping all Students Find a Voice and Use It!”

Katie Johns, Mauldin High School
Too often we expect our students to compose poems and then deny them the opportunity to share their work with an authentic audience. Performance poetry allows students to experience poetry more deeply.  This session will examine opportunities for performing poetry and participants will walk away with ready to implement activities for their classroom.  The highlight of the presentation will be performances by 9th grade poets, showing just how ready our students are to find their voices and use them.
2. “A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words:  Using Illustrations to Motivate and Improve Student Writing”

 

Cheri Parker, Fairforest Elementary School
An experienced early childhood educator will show participants a variety of ways to use visual aids like illustrations, photographs, and pictures to motivate and improve student writing.  Participants in this workshop will also see the developmental process Cheri uses with her kindergarten students that helps scaffold them from the drawing/illustrating phase of writing to helping make meaning on a page with pictures and words.  Using researched based strategies, Cheri will show participants how she implements the workshop based strategies of conferencing and structured student choice to provide ownership and response to her students throughout this process.
3. “Documenting Success: Choices in Publishing Student Research” 

Ruth Hill, 8th ELA, Sims Junior High

Jennifer Tazerouti, Sims Junior High 

Mandy Hooban - 7th ELA, Sims Junior High

Dale Anthony,  Literacy Coach, Sims Junior High

Kathryn Sommer-Gough Language Specialist, Sims Junior High

Educators and students from Sims Junior High will discuss the process and selection of research topics and the method for presenting their final products as documentaries. Students from the 7th and 8th grade at Sims will share their original publications and discuss the process for using Microsoft Movie Maker to demonstrate the knowledge gained from their research.  Participants will enjoy some hands-on activities and leave with many practical ideas that can be immediately implemented. Don’t miss this unique opportunity to see the integration of technology and authentic research at its best!

 
4. “Using United Streamline To Enhance Your Classroom Curriculum”
 
      Megan Scott, Blythe Academy of Languages
Are you looking for new ways to enhance your classroom curriculum, but want something that is content-based, user friendly, and appropriate for your students?  United Streamline is a free online resource that can help you do just that.  Participants in this workshop will learn how to access and implement United Streamline into their classrooms.  Presenter Megan Scott will demonstrate how to integrate the resources United Streamline offers into a standards-based curriculum. Participants will leave the workshop with a variety of ideas and methods for using this technology to enhance any classroom curriculum.

5. “Making it Multi-Genre: Creating a Web of Understanding through Authentic Inquiry”
Kristi Mann, Byrnes High School

This session introduces student projects which utilize multi-genre webs.  Teachers will participate in two writing activities, view a PowerPoint overview, study student examples, and receive handouts to help in designing your own multi-genre research project.

6. “Redefining the Research Project”
Stephanie Johnson, Sevier Middle School
This session presents an inquiry unit titled Navigating Change and looks at student responses to social issues including race and poverty in the Walter Dean Myers book The Glory Field.
7. One Author, Several Books, and A Thousand Possibilities:  A Snapshot of An Effective Author Study
Jean McDowell, Carlisle-Foster’s Grove Elementary

Dawn Mitchell, SWP Partnership Coordinator
Have a favorite children’s author?  Want your students to write better?  Like integrating reading and writing?  If you answered yes to the above questions, then this workshop is tailor made for you!  Participants in this workshop will see first hand the process and the products from an effective author study that took place in Jean McDowell’s kindergarten classroom this past winter during her teacher in residence partnership with SWP partnership director and teacher consultant, Dawn Mitchell.  Jean and Dawn will share with participants ideas, tips, and possibilities for structuring, managing, and implementing author studies in the classroom.
8.  “From Morning Message to Literacy Stations:  Providing Strong Support For Independent Reading and Writing”
Dawn Mitchell, SWP Partnership Coordinator 
This workshop stems out of Dawn’s work with this year’s Teacher in Residence partnership studying the effects conferring has on student reading and writing achievement.  Through the journey of setting up authentic writing workshops with Spartanburg County kindergarten teachers Cheri Parker and Jean McDowell, we discovered how important the work we do with literacy during the rest of our day is to supporting the work we do with students during independent reading and writing time.  Participants in this workshop will see a variety of effective ways to develop early literacy and to foster independent reading and writing.
9. “Multi-Genre Author Studies for Middle and High School Students”
Diana Wright, SJWP Director

Bobbie Jean Shepard, Dorman High School
We all know that author studies are a wonderful way to introduce multiple genres and connect various themes in all content areas.  Whether studying fiction, nonfiction, or both, focusing on the works of one author allow students the opportunity to delve deeply into the work and get a good look at the “big picture” of an author. This session will present one example of such study using the works of local Spartanburg writer, John Lane.  Lane is a professor at Wofford College and has many publications that focus on life in the South.  Participants will leave this workshop with specific handouts to implement the John Lane genre study immediately and they will take away many ideas for adapting this format to a long list of other writers.

10. “But I’ve Got to Have Grades!: Writing, Teaching, and Evaluating”
Dr. Renita Schmidt, Furman University


Student writing should inform our classroom writing instruction.  This presentation will identify ways to assess student writing in order to create meaningful classroom instruction and will also provide ideas for parent-teacher conferences.

11. “Reader’s Theater Reels Them In: Using the Pull of Reader’s Theater Across the Curriculum”

Kelli Coons, Boiling Springs Intermediate

Emily Montjoy, Woodruff Elementary

This workshop showcases the many ways to integrate Reader’s Theater into different areas of study.  Participants will learn how to build conten knowledge and incorporate technology within the Reader’s Theater setting.  Presenters will share many ideas, handouts, and lesson plans which can be immediately implemented in the classroom.

12. “Beyond the Pen:  Nontraditional Methods for Conferring and Evaluating”

Tasha A. Thomas, SWP Director,  USC Upstate
Although nothing can take the place of a real face to face interaction with students, we know we can’t always provide that individualized instruction for every assignment that merits feedback. While individual conferences are best, time is not always on our side.  This workshop introduces some new ideas for keeping your feedback “real” while saving time. The presenter will provide teachers with new tools that utilize technology to help expedite the assessment process and keep authentic feedback at the core.  Participants will learn many new tips and tricks for working smarter, not harder, when providing valuable, student-centered feedback throughout the learning process.  
13. “A Multigenre Approach to Nonfiction Research:  How Choice Drives Student Inquiry”

Stephanie Young, E.P. Todd Elementary School
Dionne Williams, E.P. Todd Elementary School
This workshop will share ideas and strategies for creating and
implementing multi-genre research projects within their content areas.
Presenters will discuss best practices in inquiry and will share
practical, classroom examples of recent inquiry-based units that were
created around student choice.  This workshop will integrate technology
and is geared for intermediate aged students.
14. “Navigating the Multiple Areas of Nonfiction Texts”
Lindsay Blanton, Literacy Coach, B.D. Lee Elementary School
Have you felt the need to give your students more experience with nonfiction texts in the classroom?  Do you still feel even though you give them nonfiction pieces to read they have a difficult time comprehending it?  If you answered yes, this session will give you strategies to use in your classroom.  With the new 2007 ELA Standards, much emphasis is placed on nonfiction and informational texts.  This session will help explain the features of each genre as participants navigate through the latest research in nonfiction and leave with multiple strategies to use in the classroom!

