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    Watershed Ecology Center

               University of South Carolina Upstate

About Our Camp:

· This year our maximum number of students will be twenty with one lead teacher, one assistant teacher, a parent volunteers.

· Our lessons are inclusive; meaning that we connect science to communities and people.  Our lessons teach children why science is relevant to them and others.

· Each day includes:
A science lesson that includes a hands-on experiment or project

A walk through the garden, forest, or lab experience

Live animals, animal artifacts, or samples that can be touched and held

Continuation Curriculum

Literature readings

· Each week includes:

Art Projects

Family Programming

· This years curriculum was created by Carol J. D. Broadus and Penny Stocksett
How to Sign Up:
· Please send in a registration form indicating the requested camps for each child and a check payable to the Watershed Ecology Center for the full amount.

· Registration forms can be downloaded from the USC Upstate website or e-mailed to you.  E-mail requests should be sent to cbroadus@uscupstate.edu

· All registrations should be mailed to:

Summer Camp Registration-Carol Broadus

WEC

University of South Carolina Upstate

800 University Way

Spartanburg SC 29303

· A confirmation notice and camp policies will be sent to your home within three weeks of receiving your request and payment.  If a camp is already full, you will be notified by phone.

· Due to the fact that our camps fill early, we must have payment to reserve a place in our camps.  Reservations are first come first serve.  If a camp is full, you may be placed on a waiting list.

· Due to our normally long wait list, cancellations must be received 12 working days before the first day of camp to receive a full refund.  This allows us to serve more campers.  Unfortunately we are unable to offer a refund if a child misses due to illness because supplies have already been purchased for that child.

Camp Policies:

· There must be a minimum of 10 students to hold a camp (except for Nature Photography).

· Please send children in appropriate clothing and especially appropriate shoes.  We reserve the right to send a child home who is not appropriately dressed for either lab or the outdoors.  Inappropriate clothing includes flip flops, jelly shoes, nice dresses, crocks, etc.

· Please make sure that your child has on sun screen and insect repellent before arriving at an outdoor camp.  Camp teachers cannot supply these items to your child.  Please do not send these items with your child; teachers cannot apply these items and they will be put in storage until the guardian arrives.  

· If discipline problems arise, the child will be given a warning and the parents will be notified.  After the second warning, we reserve the right to send the child home without a refund.  We have a no tolerance policy for hitting and biting.

· Please pick-up your child on time.  Unless it is due to a serious emergency, guardians will be charged a fee of $1 per minute if the child is picked up more than 20 minutes late.

· WEC staff appreciates interest in our camps, but we do ask that parents not stay throughout the session unless they are volunteering.

· Parents/Guardians must sign children in and out of camp.

· Please be aware of where your specific camp is held and directions to camp.  During the summer months, staff may not be available to answer your phone calls the morning camp begins.  This is because staff is preparing for camp; many times off campus and out of the office.
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Good To Be Green
June 7-June 11


Max #:  20 students

Ages: 4 to 7

Time:  9 to 11:30

Fee:  $60

Lead Teacher:  Beth Button


Location:  Lost Acres (off of New Cut Rd)
Turtles, frogs, and snakes, oh my!  Students will enjoy looking for turtles and frogs in the garden, and working with the center’s box turtles, dart frog, leaf frog, and Lucy, our snake!  Science lessons include lifecycles, habitats, and how people impact the lives of these animals.  Each day, campers will view x-rays of various amphibians and reptiles, investigate skulls, work with a live animals, and bring home at least one accessory project that complements the daily lesson.
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The Daily Buzz
June 14-June 1


Max #:  20 students 
Ages: 4 to 7

Time:  9 to 11:30

Fee:  $60
Lead Teacher:  Athena Campbell

Location:  Lost Acres (off of New Cut Rd)
“Buggy” anatomy, adaptations, and insect lifecycles are just a few topics that this camp explores.  Campers will watch the metamorphosis of caterpillars, examine different types of preying mantis, go for “bug hunts” in the garden, and begin an insect collection.  Each day, students will have the opportunity to see exotic insects from all over the world and will bring home at least one accessory project that complements the daily lesson.
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the High Seas

June 21-June 25

Max #:  20 students

Ages: 4 to 7

Time:  9 to 11:30

Fee:  $60
Lead Teacher: Penny Stocksett


Location:  Hatcher Garden (located on John B White Sr. Blvd)
Ahoy Captain!  Come learn about pirates of NC and SC, and plunder knowledge from the deep sea.  We will learn about giant squid, octopi, starfish, sharks, whales, sea turtles, and other ocean animals.  We will enjoy the garden by holding our own pirate boat races.  Each daily lesson includes animal artifacts and an accessory project that complements the curriculum.
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Introduction to Nature Photography
July 12-July 16 
Max #:  12 students
Ages: 8 to 12
Time:  9 to 11:00
Fee:  $55
Instructor:  Kim Kotecha



Location:  Hatcher Garden (located on John B White Sr. Blvd)
Additional fees include personal film development.  Students will need at the least, a disposable camera.  Campers are introduced to the basics of nature photography.  They will learn about different camera formats as well as basic operating and composition skills.  
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Stayin’ Alive
  
July 12-16


 Max #:  24 students
Ages: 7-12

Time:  9 to 11:30

Fee:  $70
Lead Teacher:  Carol Broadus   



    
Location:  Lost Acres (off of New Cut Rd)
If you were lost in the wilderness could you stay alive?!  Come join us as we explore Lost Acres and learn the tools of survival.  Campers will apply their lessons and learn low impact camping because we hope to never be lost!  Make buddy burners so you can cook breakfast, learn how to filter water, and how to create a shelter.  We will also examine what real people did to survive against impossible odds.
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Bumps in the Night
July 19-July 23

Max #:  20 students
Ages: 4 to 7

Time:  9 to 11:30

Fee:  $60
Lead Teacher:  Julie Whitmire

Location:  Hatcher Garden (located on John B White Sr. Blvd) 
Students study nocturnal animals and use their five senses in this camp.  They will explore a variety of habitats and animal adaptations and learn that not everyone sleeps at night.  Bats, owls, foxes and many other animals will be covered.  Each daily lesson includes animal artifacts and an accessory project that complements the curriculum.
Mad Lab
July 19-23


Max #:  20 students

Ages:  8-12
Time:  9:00-11:30

Fee:  $70

Lead Teacher:  Carol Broadus

Location:  USC Upstate Laboratory

Held at the University’s lab, students will gain a love and understanding of science as they complete daily experiments.  We will make things pop and boom as well as understand the gross workings of the human body.  A wide variety of subject matter gives students a broad foundation and interesting daily interactions.  Dr. Bender, whom students refer to as “The Professor,” will return as a guest speaker!  Those who loved “Extreme Science” will enjoy returning this year.
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