
  

  

A Message From the Chancellor 

We are fast approaching the holiday 
season and truly there is much to be 
thankful for. As you’ve read in the past 
editions of the newsletter, we have had 
major new grants and partnerships to 
celebrate, and we have some additional 
ones to share below. This is the result of 
the outstanding work of our faculty and 
staff, who are working to elevate our 
university and the student experience. Our 
students, too, are carrying the message of 
"Greater Heights" into the community, consistently demonstrating through their high-caliber 
work and service that they are an asset wherever they go. 

I am grateful to be a part of this outstanding campus family, and I wish all of you a safe and 
restful Thanksgiving with your loved ones. 

 

  



 

El Centro Gift to Support Students 

A South Carolina couple with ties to the Upstate have given $50,000 to help create 
transformative opportunities for Hispanic/Latino students at USC Upstate. The gift from 
John and Kelly Swift will fund endowed student scholarships and support the university’s 
South Carolina Centro Latino, known as "El Centro." The scholarships are anticipated to 
be available to students in the fall of 2023. 

The Swifts, both first-generation college students, wanted to do something to impact lives. 
"We both put ourselves through college. We decided we wanted to find a way that we 
could help kids who want to pursue higher education," says John Swift. 

Through their work with the Hispanic Alliance of South Carolina and Student DREAMers 
Alliance, the Swifts met USC Upstate student Emily Martinez-Villalobos, who in turn 
introduced them to Araceli Hernandez-Laroche, director of El Centro. The Swifts were 
excited about the center’s mission and wanted to help. 

"It really touches our hearts when we get to sit down with a student and hear their story or 
listen to their family history," Kelly Swift said. 

Read more here. 
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USC Upstate Joins Amazon’s Career Choice Program 

The University of South Carolina Upstate has been selected by Amazon to be a partner in 
the global retailer’s Career Choice program. Through the program, all eligible hourly 
Amazon workers will have an opportunity to earn a degree or learn new skills at USC 
Upstate with the cost of tuition pre-paid by their employer. 

Amazon’s Career Choice program is an education benefit that empowers employees to 
learn new skills for career success at Amazon or elsewhere. The program meets individual 
learners where they are on their education journey through a variety of education and 
upskilling opportunities including pre-paid college tuition, industry certifications designed to 
lead to in-demand jobs, and foundational skills such as English language proficiency, high 
school diplomas, and GEDs. In the U.S., the company is investing $1.2 billion to upskill 
more than 300,000 employees by 2025 to help move them into higher-paying, in-demand 
jobs. 

Read more here. 
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NIH Grant to Support Student Research 

Josh Ruppel, director of research and professor of chemistry, above, and his research 
collaborator Nicole Snyder, professor of chemistry at Davidson College, have been 
awarded a grant from the National Institutes of Health (1R15GM148916-01) to support 
their research. Approximately half of the $402,695 grant will be used to fund work at USC 
Upstate over the next three years, including paid summer research positions for students. 

Ruppel and Snyder are researching types of molecules that, when activated by light, could 
have potential as an antibiotic or to fight cancer. While Ruppel and his students explore 
methods for creating the molecules, Snyder and her team will look at how they behave with 
different carbohydrates attached. Ruppel says the hope is to create a "library" of molecules 
that can be tested to keep improving their properties and see what outcomes result. 

Assisting in Ruppel’s research will be two to four students selected from the next Er(UP)t 
applicants. While the research assistants will take part in many Er(UP)t activities, their 
work will last 10 to 12 weeks, beyond the eight weeks of the Er(UP)t program. They will 
also get to present their work at the American Chemical Society national meeting. 

Sophomore Tessa Greene, who worked on Ruppel’s team this past summer, can’t wait to 
return. Not only is she eager to continue the work the team started, she’s also looking 
forward to sharing her experience with other students. "I’m really excited to help train the 
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students that will be coming and be able to tell them, "Hey, I did this last summer, it’s going 
to be life changing, just wait." 

You can read more about the grant in the upcoming issue of UP Magazine. 

 

  

 

OneSpartanburg Honors USC Upstate and Teaching Alums 

USC Upstate was honored as the Elaine Harris Tourism Champion of the Year at 
OneSpartanburg’s annual celebration in October. Spartanburg County will host its first 
NCAA Division I Championship event in 2023, the men’s and women’s cross-country 
regionals, thanks to USC Upstate’s move to Division I. Cross country coach Carson 
Blackwelder, above center, accepted the award on behalf of the university. 
OneSpartanburg also commended USC Upstate for the positive impact its growth will have 
on the area’s tourism economy. 

Six USC Upstate teaching alums who were named district Teachers of the Year in 2021-22 
or 2022-23 were also honored at the event. Marissa Drake ’12 (Mayo Elementary School), 
Summer Carling ’04 (Broome High School), Jami Guker ’02 (Woodruff Middle School), 
Tara Williamson ’02 (Spartanburg Preparatory), Jessie Self ’18 (Spartanburg 
Preparatory), and Leslie Borton ’19 (South Carolina School for the Deaf and the Blind) 



were all recognized at the event. Guker was also a finalist for 2021-22 South Carolina 
Teacher of the Year. 

 

  

 

  

 

JCBE Welcomes Founder of Carol’s Daughter 

Lisa Price, the founder of beauty products company Carol’s Daughter, was this year’s 
featured speaker for the Johnson Innovation Speaker Series. Price shared the story of how 
she began creating hair and body products of out of her home in Brooklyn, eventually 
growing her business to include brick-and-mortar stores and thriving online sales. Price’s 
company was one of the first African-American owned personal care businesses before 
she sold the company to L’Oreal in 2014. 

Price also had some advice for budding entrepreneurs. "You have to trust your gut 
always,” she told the audience. “There’s always going to be someone in the room with 
more experience on paper. But they are not the founder. They are not you. They don’t 
have your gut or intuition. It doesn’t mean your gut is always right, but you have to act on it, 
acknowledge it, and research it.” 

Read more about the event here. 
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Students Share Their Upstate Experiences 

USC Upstate students took part in a summit Nov. 11 to share with Chancellor Harris how 
the university can provide an even better student experience. The summit was facilitated 
by representatives from the National Association of Student Personnel Administrators and 
organized by Kim Purdy, dean of University College, and Tierney Bates, vice chancellor for 
student affairs. 

The summit is part of an initiative at all the University of South Carolina four-year 
campuses to encourage student feedback about issues and opportunities and develop 
action steps from there. The Upstate summit focused on five areas: academics and the 
classroom; student life and the extracurricular experience; career and post-graduate 
readiness; campus climate; and experiences with services on campus. A follow-up session 
is planned for the spring. See photos from the summit here. 
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BMW Visit Introduces Students to Global Workplace 

A group of USC Upstate students recently visited BMW, where they heard from faculty and 
BMW leaders about the skills needed to succeed in a global workplace. Students learned 
about the value of knowing another language and were encouraged to study a broad range 
of subjects outside their major while in college. They also were reminded of the importance 
of developing soft skills, such as critical thinking and teamwork. 

Following the opening presentations, participants broke up into small groups to tour parts 
of the BMW facility, including the training center and car shop, where BMW staff were 
available to answer questions. 

Read more about the event here.  

 

  

 

  

News in Brief 
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• Walter Lee, assistant professor of middle level education and campus coordinator 
for Call Me MiSTER, facilitated two sessions at the annual meeting of the 
Association for Middle Level Education (AMLE) in Orlando. Accompanying Lee 
were students Shaekwon Heard and Rebekah Long, who represented Upstate in 
the inaugural class of student ambassadors. Heard and Long also presented with 
Lee at one of the sessions.  

• Michele Covington, associate professor of criminal justice and executive director 
of Greenville programs, is the author of the new book "Guns in America," an 
overview of gun issues in the United States.  

• Nolan Stolz, associate professor of music, served as the commercial music 
representative on the editorial board of a new series, "College Music Society 
Pedagogies & Innovations in Music." The first book in the series, "Commercial and 
Popular Music in Higher Education," was published by Routledge this summer.  

• Wren Bareiss, professor of communication, and his class were invited to 
participate in an emergency drill at Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport. 
Students acted as the press corps at the mock press conference during the drill, 
then wrote a story about the experience. The best story was awarded a gift card to 
the campus bookstore. Student Courtney Vance was selected as the winner, and 
you can read her story here. 

• Pam Steinke, provost and senior vice chancellor for academic affairs, has been 
named to the American Association of State Colleges and Universities’ 2022 
Academy for New Provosts.  

• Shirleatha Lee, dean of the Mary Black College of Nursing, was appointed to the 
Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education Standards Committee.  

  

 

  

UPCOMING 

• "The City's Slaves: Enslaved Workers at the Charleston Orphan House, 1790-
1860," presented by Felice Knight, assistant professor of African American history 
at The Citadel. Thursday, Nov. 17, 3-4 p.m., Tukey Theater. Free. Sponsored by 
the Center for African American Studies. 

• Graphic Design Senior Exhibition, Thursday, Dec. 1, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Studio 
Upstate, 172 E. Main St., Spartanburg. Free. 

  

 

  

ICYMI 

• WYFF4 feature on the history of Upstate mill communities featuring Paul Grady, 
professor of history. VIDEO 

• Spartanburg Promise Scholars gather for a luncheon hosted by Milliken & Co. 
VIDEO  

• A former rocket scientist shares his family’s experiences at a Japanese internment 
camp during World War II. STORY 
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• 10(ish) Questions with SGA President Chase Jarvis. VIDEO 

  

Share Your Stories! 

Submit story ideas here, or contact Elizabeth Anderson in the Marketing and 
Communications office at eanders2@uscupstate.edu. 
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