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FROM THE DIRECTOR . . . 
We put out a newsletter every quarter and each 
quarter I look for items to include in that newsletter.  I 

usually highlight things that we have done or are 

working on.  The largest item this time of the year is 

fundraising.  Last year at this time we were facing a 

program demand that far exceeded our ability to 
supply.    Using additional funds from one of our 

donors we eliminated that deficit by May.   In addition 

to our K-8 programs we have an active adult education 

outreach.   The two major adult programs are Adopt-A-

Stream and the rain barrel giveaway program. 

This year we are instituting a new program directed 
toward K-12 teachers.  This program will offer teacher 

   
recertification credits through classes using the Project 
WET curriculum, a series of hands on lessons revolving 

around water.  Each lesson will come with the supplies 

needed to teach those classes.   The goal at this point 

in time is to offer the sessions at selected schools. 

Upon completion of a 6 hour workshop the teacher will 
receive 6 recertification credits and a Project WET 

teaching guide. Each section will take place over a one 

day period.  The cost will be shared between grants, the 

school districts, and the teachers.  We are in the early 

stages of planning so if you have opinions about this 

program please let us know. 
                                                         - Dr. Jack Turner 

 

 
 
 

BETH’S CORNER 
Hello!  Summer temperatures are still with us, but 

soon it will feel more like fall. 

For the past several newsletters, we have been 

looking into all the components of Adopt-A-Stream 

monitoring and how this data can be useful.  When 
we started this process, we 

were part of Georgia’s 

Adopt-A-Stream program 

as South Carolina did not 

have one of their own.  I 

am happy to announce 
that as of May of this year, 

South Carolina does 

indeed have its own Adopt-

A-Stream program!  

SCDHEC has been 
working closely with our 

partners in GA to come up 

with a comparable 

program that also reflects the uniqueness of South 

Carolina.  The database for this new program is 

being developed and housed through Clemson 
University.  For more information, you can visit their 

website at www.scadoptastream.org.   

The advent of this new program happened to 

coincide nicely with the daylighting of Butterfly 

   
 

Creek through the North Side Development 

Initiative.  We have been monitoring Butterfly where 
it came out of a pipeline for some time in 

preparation to track changes during the daylighting.  

That data can be found on 

the Georgia site at 

www.aas.gaepd.org.  Just 
click on the little spot 

pointer at Butterfly Creek.  

As this feature is not up 

and running yet in the SC 

site, we will give you 

quarterly reports here.  We 
will watch how a new 

stream develops!   
At this point, we have been 

able to get to the brand 

new, constructed streambed 
for Butterfly Creek for two 

months.  Please keep in mind that this site is still 

very much under construction and will naturalize 

over time.  Here are our results for the months of 

August and September.  We are happy to report that 

we have detected no E. coli in Butterfly Creek to 
date.  I can’t wait to see what changes another 

couple of months will bring! 

 

                                                          -  Beth Button



SPS Students Take an In-House Fieldtrip to the Marsh   

Elements, Compounds and Mixtures, Oh My! 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Spartanburg Preparatory School students in Mr. 

Steven Spear’s class experience the importance of 

estuaries through the activities in the Marsh 

Munchers lesson. WEC educator, Rita Zollinger, made 

sure the third graders at Spartanburg Preparatory 
School learned a lot by using a salt marsh as an 

example of the interconnectedness of aquatic 

ecosystems.  In the Marsh Munchers program, 

students realized that estuaries are found where 

freshwater rivers and salt water meets.  Through an 

experiment, they discovered that estuaries are saltier 
than a river but not as salty as the ocean, and the 

amount of salinity changes with the tides. Estuaries 

 

 

 

 

 
contain salt marshes with grasses and marsh plants 

adapted to this changing water.  They found out that 

numerous animals live in the estuaries and salt 

marshes including crabs, shrimp, and birds like blue 

herons and egrets.  They looked at the different 
animals that live in the marsh and their role in the 

food chain.  They enjoyed putting together a salt 

marsh food chain that reinforces important concepts 

such as producers, consumers, carnivores, 

herbivores, and omnivores.  They also saw how 

pollution starts, builds up, and travels through the 
food chain.  The hermit crab went along to share his 

life and adventures.   

   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Blue Ridge Middle School students worked together to analyze and interpret data to see if they could describe 

and classify matter as an element, compound, or mixture.  WEC educator, Athena Campbell, presented the 

program Elements, Compounds and Mixtures Oh My, by taking samples of many different elements to the 

seventh graders’ classroom.  They worked together and made notes of common properties and then they tried to 

match the elemental symbols with their location on the periodic table.  They also used molecular models made 

by different colors of Styrofoam balls and tooth picks to bond together the various atoms and then tried their 
skill at writing the molecular formulas. 

 

 



Watershed Ecology Center Programs Make a Difference 

 

 
 
As the 2017-2018 school year begins, it was a 

bumpy start with the unusual weather causing 
school delays and cancellations.  Luckily, we were 

able to reschedule and make up all the programs we 

missed due to the bad weather.  So now, we are 

back on regular schedule.  Every year, we present 

our programs to public schools, private schools, 

charter schools, and home school groups in all 
Spartanburg County school districts, as well as 

schools in the Blue Ridge community.  Thanks to 

the support and funding from Greer Commission of 

Public Works, we are looking forward to extending 

our outreach programs to the schools and students 

in the Greer area. To help educators better 
understand our programs, each one is listed on our 

website, www.uscupstate.edu/wec along with the 

academic standards and a short description.  Many 

programs include live animals and artifacts that we 

bring from the center.  To schedule a program, you 
can contact the WEC or use our on line scheduling 

tool at our website. 
 

The Watershed Ecology Center has classroom kits, a 

lesson in a box, which includes all the supplies and 

materials needed for the program.  They are 
available free of charge for educators to check out 

whenever they need them.  Upon the teacher’s 

request, we will deliver the kit to the school and pick 

it up when finished.  A great teacher’s resource to 

have the lesson with all the needed materials and 

supplies in a box and available and ready to use. 
 

Are you using rainwater that you captured with a 
rain barrel to water your plants and garden?  

Schedule a program with the Watershed Ecology 

Center to get your free barrel and learn how to set it 

up and use it.  Are your neighborhood storm drains 

marked with an important water pollution message?  

Help educate your community about storm water 
pollution with a reminder on each drain that the 

water goes straight into the nearby waterways.  All 

of our community outreach programs are listed on 

our website.  We have a brief description of each 

program to help determine if it will meet your 
organization’s needs.  Information and updates are 

available about our Adopt-A-Stream monitoring 

programs, so be sure to check out our website at 

www.uscupstate.edu/wec. 

 

 

We would like to express our gratitude to our donors: the City and County of Spartanburg, Dr. Larry Roël, and 
the following water districts: Spartanburg Water, Blue Ridge Rural Water, SJWD, Greer CPW, and Woodruff-

Roebuck for all their funding and support.  During the 2016-2017 academic school year, we presented close to 

850 educational programs to around 18,000 students.  Thank you for making it possible for us to teach and 

raise awareness of how our everyday actions impact our rivers and streams.   

We couldn’t survive without our water or our donors!   
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