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The Watershed Ecology Center’s mission is to collect, analyze, and disseminate sound scientific information on the 
ecology of the region. Special emphasis is placed on watershed conservation, education, water quality and the study 
of organisms living in the area encompassed by a watershed. The center serves as a repository for regional ecological 
information, providing education and research assistance to individuals, communities, local schools and governmental 
organizations. The WEC is also dedicated to providing research opportunities for the facility and students at the University 
of South Carolina Upstate and other regional institutions. The Watershed Ecology Center is located in the Horace C. Smith 
Science Building on the campus of the University of South Carolina Upstate.
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Letter from the Director, Dr. Jack Turner

I can’t believe a whole year has come and gone 
already. It doesn’t seem like that long ago that I was 
just introducing myself! What a year it has been.

Here are some of the highlights of the last few months.  
On September 21 the Watershed Ecology Center 
participated in National PARK(ing) Day where we 
turned a parking spot in downtown Spartanburg into 
a small green space for just one day.  We spoke with 
pedestrians about the importance of protecting green 
spaces, the dangers of non-point source pollution 
and run-off. Our theme of “make a water garden” 
combined these two subjects and was colorfully 
highlighted by gorgeous potted plants donated for the 
day by Ginny Button (yes, that is my mother-in law…
thanks Grammy!). Our Eastern Box Turtle, Gurtle, even 

made her television debut as channel 7 news came 
out to cover the event. To see the news clip, go to 
http://www2.wspa.com/news/2012/sep/21/
spartanburg-parking-spaces-transform-parks-
ar-4596174/. On the evening of October 8, I was in 
front of Chesnee City Council where the WEC had 
been invited to present a plan to mark storm drains in 
Chesnee and present storm drain seminars to citizens.  
The invitation stemmed from one of the councilmen 
being concerned that many area storm drains seem to 
be clogged with grass and debris. We thank Chesnee 
City Council for their attention to storm drains and look 
forward to “Turtleing” Chesnee soon!

Have a great fall! We are already raking leaves to 
cover our vegetable gardens for the winter!

BETH’S CORNER

It does not seem possible that the Watershed Ecology 
Center has been providing programs to the children 
mainly in Spartanburg with some spill over into Union 
and Greenville County for over 10 years.  This has all 
been done with monies from water districts, industries, 
Spartanburg and Spartanburg County and grants.  
We have contacted over 100,000 kids, presenting 
ecological education with a special emphasis on 
water and watershed. All of our programs meet state 
standards plus most of them are free. All of this is done 
using part time educators who have a love of teaching 
and are willing to go the extra mile.
 

Each new year brings new challenges and of course the 
largest one is the constant need for funding.  We try to 
develop new programs, new ways to do our programs 
and with the internet we are trying to connect with 
students and teachers in as many different ways as 
possible. We are also trying to connect with the adult 
portion of our population emphasizing their role in 
protecting our valuable resources.  Our Turtle project, 
which is our storm drain marking project, is one way 
we remind people not to dump “stuff” down the storm 
drain because it will either run directly into a creek and 
then into a lake, or directly into one of the lakes that 
supply drinking water to us.

Watershed Ecology Center Reaches Across the Ocean
The Watershed Ecology Center was host to 23 international students between the  
ages of 10 and 12, along with their teacher, principal, vice principals and chaperones.  
They enjoyed a day of programs and activities along with a picnic lunch on Friday,  
August 17. The Chinese students were from the city of Boading, located 85 miles  
southwest of Beijing, and nicknamed “The Clean Energy City.” Tiny wind turbines, 
manufactured there, twirl on roof tops of their schools and public buildings. The city’s goal 
is to make all citizens aware of “green living,” starting with elementary school students. 
 

WEC educator, Cindy O’Hare, recently returned from China, where she taught English to Chinese students and  
teachers. She and other staff members presented our Wise Up About Watersheds program and parts of other water 
programs geared to their language ability. The students were actively engaged as they worked through the activities 
to learn about clean water.  The day started in the beautiful Roël Pavilion on the University of South Carolina Upstate 
campus. Dr. Jack Turner, WEC director, took the students on a nature hike through the Susan Jacobs Arboretum, showing 
and explaining the variety of beautiful plants along the way. After a picnic lunch, they also visited the many animals 
and artifacts that are housed at the Watershed Ecology Center. Each student left with a souvenir of South Carolina, the 
lettered olive, our state sea shell, along with understanding the importance of clean water.



The Watershed Ecology Center is currently booking educational programs for the 2012-2013 school years. Each 
presentation, which includes hands-on learning activities, is correlated to the South Carolina science standards. 
The programs are listed on our website, along with a brief description, specific standards, and whether it includes 
live animals, artifacts, a watershed model, an experiment, or a game.  Most programs are offered free of charge 
to students in public, private, and home school groups in Spartanburg County and the Blue Ridge community 
schools.  Some programs require a small fee. If you are a teacher or group leader, please contact Lanita Wilson 
at lwilson@uscupstate.edu  or call 864-503-5728, to schedule a fun, exciting educational lesson. 

The Watershed Ecology center has designed a way for some of our most popular programs to be in the teacher’s 
classroom on the very day that it will benefit the teacher and students the most!  Upon the teacher’s request, 
WEC will go to the school, carry the program kit, a lesson in a box, and go over the materials with the teachers.  
When the teachers have finished with the program kit, WEC will return and pick it up.    

WEC also offers fun and exciting adult programs for community groups, residential living centers, garden clubs, 
and service groups.  We have twelve different water related programs, with a brief description of each, listed on 
our website.  Pick and chose the one that best suits your groups’ interest and needs. Please contact Beth Button 
at bbutton@uscupstate.edu for more information.

WEC says treat yourself to a rich lawn and garden. Halloween just wouldn’t be Halloween without a  
jack-o’-lantern! This year, buy a real pumpkin and have fun carving your own jack-o’-lantern. Use all parts of  
the pumpkin by using the removed meat to make muffins or pumpkin pie, and roast the seeds as a delicious  
treat. When the holiday is over, cut up your jack-o’-lantern and throw it in the compost bin along with your leaves. 
It will break down quickly and provide you with valuable nutrients for your soil.

Trick or Treat?  

October gave a party;
The leaves by hundreds came -

The Chestnuts, Oaks, and Maples,
And leaves of every name.

The Sunshine spread a carpet,
And everything was grand,

Miss Weather led the dancing,
Professor Wind the band.

~George Cooper, “October’s Party”

The multiple colors of leaves are a beautiful site at this time of the year.  Maybe not as beautiful 
when it comes to getting them up, but always try to prevent the leaves from washing into the 

storm drains.  When the leaves break down, oxygen is drawn from the water.  In a natural setting 
the amount of this debris would be limited to the leaves of those plants and trees bordering creeks.  However, in 
a neighborhood, leaves on the driveways and streets throughout the community can be washed down the storm 
drains.  A lot of natural debris can ruin the natural balance of the creeks, and harm the fish.

The entrance to storm drains can also get clogged with leaves and other items too large to enter.  This closes the 
entrance and limits the amount of water going into the underground pipes leading to the creek.  When the water 
level rises, it can cause flooding.

Off to a New School Year
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With the fall season upon us and thanksgiving around the 
corner, we think about the many things we are thankful for. 
Safe, clean, fresh water is one of them, available 24 hours a 
day, 365 days a year, just by turning on a faucet.  We know 
all the hard work it takes for that valuable resource, our 
precious water, to be there; piped to our homes, schools 
and businesses every time the facet is simply turned on.  The 
Watershed Ecology Center would like to thank our donors, 
the City and County of Spartanburg, and the following  

 
water districts:  Spartanburg Water, Blue Ridge Rural Water, 
SJWD, Woodruff-Roebuck, and Liberty-Chesnee-Fingerville 
for support and donations.  Since the beginning of the 
school year, we have presented educational programs to 
1,548 students in Spartanburg County School Districts 1–7, 
public and private, plus the Blue Ridge community schools.  
We appreciate everything our supporters and donors do to 
make our educational programs a big success!

You can tell the time of year by looking at all the beautiful colors of the falling leaves,  
the cooler weather, and the fall holiday decorations. If you choose natural materials like 
pumpkins, gourds, apples, leaves and corn husk, instead of plastic and polystyrene goblins, 
pumpkins, and decorations, just think about the nonrenewable petroleum you will help to  
save. When finished with your natural wonders of wreaths, arrangements and fall  
decorations, just toss them in the compost in your own yard. How good it feels to return nutrients 
to the soil! Plus, you’ll save the environment because plastic, with its very slow biodegradation, 
takes hundreds of years to break down.

Tips for Going Green 


