
Degrees
Bachelor of Arts in Commercial Music, 
with choice of emphasis:

• Composition

• Music Technology

• Performance

• Singer-Songwriter

Minors and cognates 

• Commercial Music
• Jazz Studies

Performing groups 
• Commercial Music Combo – Playing 

everything from classic rock to contemporary 
pop, with a repertoire that changes each 
semester. Recent examples include Country, 
1980s pop, Motown / soul, reggae, 1970s rock 
and pop, 1990s alternative rock, and heavy 
metal.

• Jazz Combo – Small group jazz combos 

playing a mix of instrumental and vocal 
repertoire from standards to fusion.

• Upstate Vocal Ensemble – Performing 
traditional music for mixed choir alongside pop, 
rock, jazz, and Broadway selections.

• Gospel Choir – Performing traditional and 
contemporary praise music.

• Guitar Ensemble – Four to six guitarists 
accompanied by a rhythm section, performing a 
wide range of music—from classical to jazz and 
pop standards—arranged specifically for guitar.
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Facilities
• 20-workstation music technology lab equipped with 

AVID Pro Tools and Ableton Live software

• 60-seat recital hall with 18-channel wireless digital 

mixing board and Shure in-ear monitor system

• 444-seat proscenium theatre with digital lighting and 

sound control

• 125-seat studio theatre for club-style performances
• 10-workstation digital keyboard lab
• 5 piano-equipped practice rooms

Financial assistance available
• Audition-based scholarships for qualified commercial  

music majors

• Program student-assistant positions

• Ensemble student-assistant positions

• Out-of-state tuition waivers

• Additional scholarships available

Program mission
The Commercial Music program at USC Upstate 
provides students with the skills to adapt and thrive in 
today’s rapidly changing music industry. Our mission 
is to prepare majors for successful careers in music, 
provide an inclusive environment for all students 
to create and learn about music, and enhance the 
quality of life in the Upstate region through public 
concerts, talent management, and professional / 
community partnerships.

Commercial Music is an innovative, career-relevant 
program that focuses on contemporary popular 
music and jazz within a liberal arts context. Our 
curriculum prepares students for careers in 
performance, songwriting, composing / arranging, 
recording / producing, music instruction, worship 
music, music publishing, artist management, 
event promotion, musical theatre, or music 
journalism. Our faculty members have years of 
professional experience in the fields of instrumental 
and vocal performance, composition, and music 
technology. Our classes help students develop core 
competencies in performance, musicianship and 
music theory, music history, music production and 
recording, and music business and entrepreneurship. 
Our experiential learning philosophy provides 
students with high-impact opportunities in live 
musical performance and industry-standard digital 
music production technology. Our performing 
ensembles are a visible presence in the Upstate 
community, and our students regularly perform 
at venues and complete professional internships 
throughout the region. 

For more information or to schedule an audition contact 
Dr. Nolan Stolz at nstolz@uscupstate.edu or Dr. Griffin 

Woodworth at gwoodwor@uscupstate.edu


