
Overview
The psychology program at the University of South 
Carolina Upstate is designed to serve several groups 
of students: those planning to major or minor in 
psychology, those taking psychology courses for 
elective or cognate credit, and students taking 
introductory psychology as part of their general 
education requirements. The curriculum meets the 
needs of students who are diverse in background, 
age, educational experience and career goals by 
introducing students to the methodologies used to 
study experience and action, facilitating development 
of communication skills, and providing experiences in 
critical thinking.

Bachelor of Science and 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology
The USC Upstate psychology program has more than 
230 majors and offers the Bachelor of Science degree 
in experimental psychology. Students may earn the 
Bachelor of Arts in psychology by adding a second 
year of foreign language. 

The program of study provides students the 
opportunity to acquire knowledge in many facets of 
psychology. The program includes courses such as 
introduction to psychology, statistics, introduction to 
experimental psychology, developmental psychology, 
learning and memory, social psychology, abnormal 
psychology, psychology of personality, cognitive 
psychology, sensation and perception, physiological 
psychology, industrial and organizational psychology, 
family psychology, social influence and history and 
systems of psychology.

Psychology

www.uscupstate.edu

Department of Psychology
800 University Way
Spartanburg, SC 29303
864-503-5706



Internship and Research Opportunities
The USC Upstate Psychology Department has a thriving 
internship program. Since 1990, psychology student interns 
have been placed in more than 30 agencies in Upstate South 
Carolina. Additionally, many students have the opportunity to 
conduct an independent study project under the supervision 
of a faculty member. Psychology majors’ independent 
research is routinely accepted for presentation at the annual 
meeting of the Southeastern Psychological Association 
and at the Georgia Undergraduate Research in Psychology 
Conference. In the last 15 years, 11 USC Upstate students 
have received research awards at these conferences.

USC Upstate psychology graduates have been accepted into 
master’s level and Ph.D. programs in more than 35 institutions 
across the country. Because of the Psychology Department’s 
success and reputation, the program continues to attract new 
students annually. 

Clubs and Organizations
USC Upstate has inducted 194 students into Psi Chi, the 
National Honor Society in Psychology, since the installation of 
the University’s chapter in 1993. The Psychology Department 
also sponsors the USC Upstate Psychology Club, which 
presents monthly programs with informational topics such as 
research activities, preparing for graduate school, community 
service and internship or independent study opportunities. 

Student and Faculty Engagement
Our program is very student oriented. Each student 
is assigned their own advisor to help guide them 
through their college career and for life beyond 
USC Upstate. Small classes, independent study, 
internships and the distinction program provide 
opportunities for students to work closely with faculty, 
preparing them to move into the work force or to on 
to graduate study. The Psychology Club and Psi Chi, 
the national honor society of psychology, offer two 
other means for students to engage with faculty and 
with each other.

Psychology Minors
We offer a minor in psychology, a minor in Child 
Advocacy Studies and a post-baccalaureate 
certificate in Child Advocacy Studies. The Child 
Advocacy Studies (CAST) minor is an interdisciplinary 
minor that provides comprehensive training to 
students who plan to work in a variety of areas 
serving children.

Career Opportunities
Some Upstate psychology majors continue on 
to graduate school to study different branches of 
psychology such as school psychology, clinical 
psychology, counseling psychology, cognitive 
psychology, neuropsychology, industrial and 
organizational psychology or human factors. Others 
branch out into fields such as neuroscience, social 
work, medical school, law school or the ministry. 
Other students choose to work after graduation and 
work as case workers for DSS or DJJ, as residential 
youth counselors, group home coordinators, as 
victim or patient advocates, in drug and alcohol 
rehabilitation programs, as employment counselors, 
in advertising agencies or market research or in 
college admissions as counselors or recruiters.


