
Overview
The Department of History, Political Science, 
Philosophy, and American Studies offers Bachelor 
of Arts degrees in history and political science. The 
department also offers minors in pre-law, American 
Studies, history, political science, philosophy, religion, 
and Southern studies, as well as upper- and lower-level 
courses in military science.

Students majoring or minoring in the department have 
diverse career alternatives. For some graduates, the 
foundation provided by a liberal arts education provides 
the necessary background for advanced study or 
for law school. Other graduates find employment 
opportunities in government, social services, or private 
businesses.

Bachelor of Arts in History
The history major includes study in U.S. history, 
European history, Asian, Latin American, and African 
history. In addition, there are courses in more 
specialized areas, such as women’s history, history 
of science, African-American history, genocides, and 
the history of South Carolina. Special topics and 
independent study courses are also offered, allowing 
students to pursue individual interests in history. 
Students seeking a B.A. in history or secondary 
education with a history emphasis must complete 
directed and original research in the required senior 
seminar.
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HPPA Faculty
The department’s faculty has a well-deserved reputation for 
distinguished teaching and scholarship; several of our faculty 
members have won teaching and advising awards. The 
department prides itself on the breadth of study that is found 
within its majors and minors; this is reflective in the faculty’s 
scholarly pursuits. Faculty have published on a wide array of 
topics such as Armenian influence in American politics, urban 
policy, genocide in World War II Croatia, criminal cases in early 
modern England, desegregation at Fort Jackson, Chinese 
culture and literature, English and Spanish rivalry in North 
America, 19th century Upstate South Carolina, Sufism, reform 
in Macedonia, the Seventh Cavalry in Upstate South Carolina, 
African-Americans and agriculture in the twentieth century, and 

many others.

Bachelor of Arts in Political Science
Political science is divided into numerous sub-fields; 
these include comparative politics, international 
politics, methodology, political theory, public policy 
and American politics. Many course offerings include 
a special focus, such as women and politics, or 
courses with regional emphases such as South 
Carolina, Middle Eastern, Asian or African politics. 
By taking courses such as constitutional law and 
civil rights/civil liberties, many pre-law students find 
a political science major useful preparation for law 
school.

Clubs and Organizations
On-campus student organizations include the 
honor societies Phi Alpha Theta (history) and Pi 
Sigma Alpha (political science), the USC Upstate 
History Society, Current Affairs and Political Science 
Club, USC Upstate College Democrats, USC 
Upstate College Republicans, Student Government 
Association, and Model U.N., among others.

Internships and Careers
The department encourages internships and students 
have interned at historical sites, in law offices, in 
museums, and with political campaigns. Political 
science and history prepare students for careers in 
numerous fields. Department graduates can be found 
in banking, real estate, the ministry, teaching, law and 
in many other pursuits. Over the past several years, 
the department’s graduates have been accepted 
for graduate study at distinguished universities 
around the country such as Washington University 
in St. Louis, Villanova University, Drexel University, 
the University of Georgia, the University of North 
Carolina at Charlotte, the University of North Carolina 
at Greensboro, Western Carolina University, the 
University of South Carolina, Clemson University, the 
College of Charleston and many other institutions.


