
Overview
The Department of Sociology, Criminal Justice and 
Women’s & Gender Studies, part of the College of 
Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences at USC Upstate, 
offers the Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology and the 
Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal Justice, as well 
as minors in Sociology, Criminal Justice, and Women’s 
and Gender Studies. Graduates enter diverse areas 
of employment which include, but are not limited to, 
positions in both the public and private sectors, social 
services and the criminal justice system. The minors in 
Criminal Justice, Sociology, and Women’s and Gender 
Studies expand the horizons of any major.

Bachelor of Arts in Sociology
The primary mission of the Sociology Program is to 
provide students with the ability to understand human 
behavior in the context of social, historical and cultural 
influences – that is, to use the sociological perspective. 
As an academic discipline, Sociology prepares our 
majors for graduate school in a number of fields (in 
addition to sociology), and for professional programs 
such as social work, law school, and public policy. 
It also provides the knowledge and analytical skills 
necessary to succeed in a variety of non-academic 
careers in areas such as social service agencies, 
non-profit organizations, consulting and evaluation, 
research analysis, management, and human relations.
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Experiential Education
Those who rise to the highest levels in business, industry, 
government and the nonprofit sector are more often than not 
those who took advantage of out-of-classroom experiences 
while in college. Exciting, valuable experiential learning 
opportunities provide “hands-on” experience and knowledge 
to students in Sociology, Criminal Justice, and Women’s and 
Gender Studies.

Many students within the Department of Sociology, Criminal 
Justice and Women’s & Gender Studies complete internships 
at a number of public agencies and private businesses to better 
prepare them for the professional world. Experiential learning 
courses in the Women’s and Gender Studies minor provide an 
invaluable experience that enhances marketable skills across 
disciplines and occupational categories. Additionally, internships 
can give our graduates an advantage in their search for potential 
employment. Students also engage in original research through 
independent study with our highly qualified faculty and may 

present their work at professional conferences. 

Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice
The Criminal Justice Program is designed to 
provide those interested in the discipline with the 
educational background necessary to be successful 
in a variety of Criminal Justice related occupations, 
graduate school, or law school. Criminal Justice 
majors complete a course of study that includes 
the examination of crime, criminal behavior, courts, 
policing, corrections, victims, and research methods. 
The program comprises both theory and application. 
Articulation agreements exist with several two-year 
Criminal Justice programs in the Upstate.

In addition, the Palmetto College online degree 
completion program in Criminal Justice offers an 
affordable, convenient method for students to 
complete a bachelor’s degree while accommodating 
other commitments such as their jobs and families.

Minor in Women’s and Gender Studies
Through curricular and co-curricular programming, 
the Minor in Women’s and Gender Studies provides 
opportunities for the campus community to examine 
cultural assumptions about gender as it intersects 
with ethnicity, age, socioeconomic class, dis/ability, 
body size and sexual orientation while facilitating 
critical thinking about the interrelationship of gender 
and power. The minor includes 18 credit hours, and 
requires the introduction to women’s studies course, 
a theory course, and four upper-level courses.

Clubs and Organizations
On-campus organizations that may interest students 
in the Department of Sociology, Criminal Justice 
and Women’s & Gender Studies include the Social 
Sciences Club, Amnesty International, Student 
Government Association, IMPACT (a community 
service organization), Debate Team, Upstate Prism, 
and Triota, among others. USC Upstate has been 
awarded chapters of Alpha Kappa Delta, the 
International Sociology Honor Society, and Alpha Phi 
Sigma, the National Criminal Justice Honor Society.


