
Overview
• Recognized both nationally and internationally

• Concentrations in Performance and Production

• Students practice and explore theatre arts firsthand 

through a vigorous mainstage production schedule 

and commitment to experiential learning:

• acting

• designing

• directing

• playwriting

• stage managing

• Casting in fall for mainstage productions so freshmen 

are eligible for roles in first semester 

• Study of and firm grounding in theatre history and 

classical, modern, and contemporary dramatic 

literature 

• Upstate Theatre students gain skills and experience 

that enrich their lives and prepare them for careers 

in professional, educational or community theatre 

as well as making them disciplined professionals 

capable of collaborating effectively.

Summer London Production
Each summer the Theatre department travels to 
Kingston upon Thames, UK, a royal borough of 
London to perform as part of the International Youth 
Arts Festival. Ten students and two faculty members 
are funded to travel a production that is cast in January 
before the upcoming summer. Students perform in the 
festival, attend festival productions and spend a great 
deal of time exploring Central London, the West End 
theatre scene and the surrounding historic and cultural 
gems. 

Master Classes
Taught by Stephen Unwin, world-renowned director, 
thespian and author.
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Opportunities
Financial Assistance

• $17,000 scholarships in acting

• $8,000 technical assistantships

• Lou Vigneaulty Acting Scholarship

• Out-of-state tuition vouchers available

Professional Affiliations

• SCSTA (South Carolina Speech and Theatre Association

• KCACTF (Kennedy Center American College Theatre 

Festival)

• SETC (Southeastern Theatre Conference)

• SCTA (South Carolina Theatre Association)

• USITT (United States Institute for Theatre Technology)

• Alpha Psi Omega

Internships
In 2010, a special agreement was signed allowing for students 
to intern at The Rose Theatre in Kingston Upon Thames, 
London during a five-week summer term. The current Rose 
Theater is based on the Elizabethan-era Rose Theatre in 
London, where the plays of Christopher Marlowe and early 
plays by Shakespeare were staged. 

Credit available for internships with local/regional theatre 
companies.

Theatre Facilities
The Humanities and Performing Arts Center on campus 
houses a 444-seat continental proscenium theatre and 
a 125-seat flexible Studio Theatre both equipped for a 
diverse array of production choices.

•  Silent, hydraulic orchestra pit left

•  Fully rigged fly system with 51 line sets

•  Digital lighting and sound control

•  Source 4, Parnel, and intelligent LED light fixtures 

•  Large connected Scene shop 

•  Design lab

Recognition
The USC Upstate Theatre program was recognized by 
the International Youth Arts Festvial in London as one 
of the Top 5 Best in Fest productions for its devised 
piece called “The Pursuit of U.S.” and then nominated 
for the Volunteers award for another devised piece 
called “Tapestry.”

“Memigery,” the first devised production the program 
took to London, was nominated for the Kennedy 
Center American College Theatre Festival Region 
IV festival upon its return performance in the states 
received an invitation to perform at the regional festival; 
and then received a national commendation for 
Ensemble work from the National Office. “The Pursuit 
of U.S.” was also nominated and invited to Regional 
festival upon its return to the states.


