
Overview
The University of South Carolina Upstate Visual Arts 
program is recognized for quality and integrity in 
educating students in the most currently established 
technical and theoretical areas of the visual arts. 
Dedicated to the mission of USC Upstate as a 
metropolitan university, the Visual Arts Program 
emphasizes technology and its application toward 
visual literacy and communications in the arts by 
enabling students to embrace theoretical appreciation 
and applied skill, a broad range of ideas, expressions 
and interpretations for creative and critical thinking. 
Students complete the USC Upstate Visual Arts 
program prepared to enter society as individuals ready 
to continue their education in graduate studies, apply 
their creative skills in careers, pursue life experiences 
and contribute to community and world involvement.

Accreditation
USC Upstate is an accredited institutional member of 
NASAD, the National Association of Schools of Art and 
Design and CAEP, the Council for the Accreditation of 
Educator Preparation. The USC Upstate Department of 
Visual Arts has full-time faculty in studio, art education 
and art history serving an enrollment of over 125 
students. 

Programs of Study
The USC Upstate Visual Arts program includes 
Bachelor of Arts programs in art studio, emphasis 
graphic design, art education and a minor in 
art history. The Visual Arts program is an active 
participant in the USC Upstate Direct Connect© 
initiative, an exclusive opportunity for two-year 
colleges that guarantees admission to USC Upstate 
for any student who graduates with an Associate 
of Arts, Associate of Science or select Associate of 
Applied Science degree.
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Visual Arts, Community and the 
Metropolitan Mission
The USC Upstate Visual Arts program is dedicated 
to interaction and collaboration with business and 
professional organizations that offer students direct 
experience to enhance career opportunities and lifelong 
learning. Beyond the course catalog, the Visual Arts 
program offers:

• Art Studio Fellowship at Mayfair Art Studios, 
private studio awarded each semester. 

• After School Art Program, a lab model 
program sponsored by Art Education 

• Curtis R. Harley Art Gallery, exhibitions, 
lectures, guest artists and workshops 

• FOCUS Art Education Gallery, a lab model 
gallery for K-12 exhibitions

• UPSTATE Gallery on Main, year-round exhibits 
in downtown Spartanburg

• Art Education Club, dedicated to programs for 
art education students 

• NAEA and SCAEA, art education national and 
regional conferences 

• Club Art & Design, dedicated to programs for 
art and design students 

• Study Abroad programs for academic credit 

• Internships for academic credit, educational 
experience in the field 

• The Studio, in-house design firm run by 
students, directed by art faculty

• Participation in annual Collegiate Art History 
Symposium at the Mint Museum 

• Public exhibitions, juried and invitational 
exhibitions on and off campus 

• Student work opportunities in galleries, digital 
labs, studios

• Institutional member of SECAC, Southeastern 
College Art Conference 

• Institutional member of Spartanburg Art 
Museum

• Museum field trips to New York, Atlanta, 
Charlotte

Visual Arts Facilities
The Visual Arts program has studio labs and faculty offices 
located in the 8,000-square-foot P. Kathryn Hicks Visual 
Arts Center and in the Humanities & Performing Arts Center. 
Facilities include two full-service Apple computer digital labs, 
an advanced lab for digital engraving, an art education lab, art 
history classrooms, the Curtis R. Harley Art Gallery, the FOCUS 
Art Education Gallery, and UPSTATE Gallery on Main located at 
172 E. Main Street in downtown Spartanburg. Most visual arts 
labs and studio classes are limited to 15 students for the most 
effective instruction and application of workspace.

The Studio 
The graphic design program at USC Upstate operates The 
Studio, a student-run, faculty-led design firm servicing the 
visual communication and branding needs of businesses and 
non-profit organizations in the surrounding community, as well 
as the University. It is the only one of its kind in any University 
or College in North or South Carolina.


