
REACH Act Advising Information 
Background 

On April 28, 2021, Governor McMaster signed the REACH Act.1  The act requires that incoming 
freshmen, beginning in the 2021-22 academic year, take a three-credit course, in order to graduate, that 
contains all of the following: 

(i)      the United States Constitution in its entirety; 

(ii)    the Declaration of Independence in its entirety; 

(iii)    the Emancipation Proclamation in its entirety; 

(iv)    a minimum of five essays in their entirety from the Federalist Papers as selected by an instructor; 
and 

(v)    one or more documents that are foundational to the African American freedom struggle.2 

Exemptions 

The CHE has clarified a few REACH exemptions since the law was enacted. Here are some examples, 
from the CHE, of students who are exempt or not exempt from REACH. Remember that students who 
enrolled as freshmen at USC Upstate before the fall of 2021 are exempt as the law is written. What 
follows are CHE interpretations of the law (emphasis added).  

1. Student A enrolls at a public South Carolina institute of higher learning (IHL) in Fall 2021, with 
freshman status, having previously completed fewer than 30 credit hours at another 
postsecondary institution after obtaining a high school diploma or passing the GED. REACH Act 
provisions DO NOT apply.  

2. Student B graduated from high school following the 2020-21 academic year having earned more 
than 30 credit hours in AP and IB coursework. Student B enrolls in a public South Carolina IHL in 
Fall 2021 with sophomore status. REACH Act provisions DO NOT apply.  

3. Student C graduated from high school following the 2019-20 academic year and took a gap year. 
While in high school, Student C enrolled in dual credit courses offered by the local technical 
college. Student C enrolls in a public South Carolina IHL in Fall 2021 as an incoming freshman, 
transferring 15 credit hours. REACH Act provisions DO apply.  

4. Students who have successfully taken and received a passing grade in an AP, IB, or dual-
credit course American Government or History in high school are exempt from the 
requirements. 

 
1 A full copy of the Act is available at https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess124_2021-2022/bills/38.htm 
 
2 The law as written allows for equivalent hours as opposed to a three-credit course.  However, current CHE 
guidelines on REACH implementation require a single three-credit course experience.   

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess124_2021-2022/bills/38.htm


Courses 

The following USC Upstate courses have been identified as REACH-compliant: 

1. AFAM 201: Introduction to African-American Studies 
2. AMST 101: American Studies, 17th-19th Century 
3. HIST 105: History of the United States to 1877 
4. HIST 106: History of the United States from 1865 
5. POLI 101: American National Government 

A Note on Degree Works (DW) and REACH 

At present, DW has a check box for REACH Act completion. However, this box shows for ALL students, 
regardless of exemption status as noted above. There are other contingencies (such as students who 
took HIST 102 before it was removed from the REACH list as of Spring 2023), who are also not going to 
show as having completed their REACH requirement. Getting DW to address these contingencies, and 
determining which contingent situations can be addressed in DW will take some time. Please let your 
department chair know if the DW Reach box should be checked but is not. 
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