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Blackboard Tips:         

Poll Everywhere 
Poll Everywhere is an online polling platform that allows participants to vote on custom created polls 
through a combination of devices. Participants can vote via text message, online with a smartphone, 
handheld device, tablet, or laptop at a custom URL, or through Twitter. There are large variety of poll 
questions available, and questions may be deployed individually or as a series. Presenters can set 
preferences for each question, including about how they want to allow responses to be sent in and 
the number of responses accepted for each participant. 

Purpose and Applications 
Poll Everywhere can be used face-to-face or online to 

• Engage students during lectures—either face-to-face or synchronous online in Blackboard 
Collaborate Ultra. 

• Use as a formative assessment tool. 
• Conduct an anonymous pre-test or warm-up activity before a session. 
• Add the link to a Blackboard course or type the link in the chat box in Blackboard Collaborate 

Ultra to engage students and get quick feedback. 
 
How to Use Poll Everywhere 

• Go to www.polleverywhere.com and click Login on the top right. 
• Click on Create a new account. 
• Select I’m a presenter 
• Create your educator account by filling out the form using your USC Upstate email. Check the I 

have read and agree with… box and click Sign Up 

 
 

Figure 1:Presenter Sign Up Box at Poll Everywhere. 

https://www.polleverywhere.com/
http://www.polleverywhere.com/
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• Select Higher Education on the “Select the kind of work you do” page and click on the For 

ongoing use box 
 

 
 

Figure 2: Kind of Work 

 
• Click the Start Creating! Button to go to the creation page. Don’t start creating yet. 
• Click on the Poll Everywhere symbol on the top left to go to your Home page. 

 

 
 

Figure 3:Creation Page 
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• On the home page, you can create, edit, or delete poll questions and group questions into a 
single presentation. You cannot run reports with the free educator account. 

• To create a new polling presentation, click New Group. 
• Name the group and click Create Group.  
• To create a poll question for the presentation, hover on the gray bar to see the menu and click 

on Add Activity.  
 

 
 

Figure 4: Group Menu Bar 

• On the Create Page, choose your poll question type. Click on the More icon to see additional 
options. 
 

 
 

Figure 5: Create Poll Question Page 

• After you create your poll question, click Add another activity to make another poll question 
in the same presentation or the blue Create button to create the presentation on the bottom 
right.  
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• After you click on Create, the poll question(s) will open as your participants will see it. You can 
change some of the visual settings on this page in Visual settings. However, most options will 
require an upgraded subscription. Locked options are noted with a diamond.  
 

 
 

Figure 6: Poll Question at Poll Everywhere 

• Show Response is selected by default. To hide responses from students, click the Show 
Response box to deselect it. 

• Instructions on how to respond to the poll are at the top of the slide. Once you click 
Activate, students will be able to see and respond to the poll on their devices.  

• Clicking Lock will block students from responding from the poll, but they will still be able to see 
the poll. 

• Clear responses will reset the poll and Full Screen will expand the slide to fill the screen. 
• Additional options are in the Configure tab to the right. 

 

 
 

Figure 7: Configure Tab on Poll Question 

• You can set where participants can respond (Web and/or text) under How people can 
respond. These options vary depending on the type of poll question you are using. 

• Audience restriction and identity sets who can access the poll and if they must provide a 
name. 

• Response settings limits the number of times a participant can response to a poll and if they 
can change their answers after submission. 



   
 

 For help implementing any Blackboard best practices in your classes, contact 
academicinnovation@uscupstate.edu. 

 

 

• If you click on the Test tab, you will see a preview of how the question will look on a mobile 
device. 

• You can find participant links in the Present tab. Share a link in a Blackboard course or post in 
the chat in a Blackboard Collaborate class meeting session to engage remote learners. 

• Update settings on all questions (each question can be configured differently) and click Save. 
• Click on the Poll Everywhere symbol or Poll on the top left to go back to the home page. 
• To edit any of the questions in the presentation, hover over the question name and click edit. 

 

 
 

Figure 8: Edit a Poll Question 

Quick Tips for Use 
• Do a ‘test run’ with students so they learn how to navigate the polling system. 
• Use a variety of question types. 
• Allow students to anonymously ask questions using short answer response question types. 
• Poll Everywhere can be embedded in PowerPoint and Google Slides, but it slows the polling 

process. Note: slideshows that are uploaded as files into Collaborate will not be able to 
connect or update; show the PowerPoint by sharing an application window instead. 

• Use for both formative assessment and to create community. 
 
Additional Resources 

• Poll Everywhere Overview Video 
• Poll Everywhere Help Page 
• Poll Everywhere Video Tutorials  

 

https://uscupstate.techsmithrelay.com/R26p
https://www.polleverywhere.com/support
https://www.polleverywhere.com/videos

	Purpose and Applications
	How to Use Poll Everywhere
	Quick Tips for Use
	Additional Resources



